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REPORT. 

Office  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

Baltimore,  January  1,  1894. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and 

City  Council  of  Baltimore  : 
Gentlemen  : 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  for 
the  year  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-three,  shows  the  operation 
of  the  department  during  that  period  of  time. 

Since  the  last  report  of  this  Board  all  the  members  of 
the  department  have  become  permanent ;  the  system 
of  employing  a  class  of  men  known  in  the  department 
as  call-men  having  been  done  away  with  by  ordi- 
nances changing  the  character  of  the  organization. 

All  the  members  of  the  department  now  devote  the 
whole  of  their  time  to  the  fire  service,  and  the  efliciency 
of  the  force  has  been  greatly  benefitted  by  the  change. 

I;;  3very  report  made  of  late  years  this  Board  has 
I ir j:v3d  <^n  your  Honorable  Body  an  increase  in  the  amount 
of  men  and  machinery  necessary  to  keep  the  city  from 
destruction  by  fire. 


6  REPORT     OF    THE 

The  extension  of  the  city  by  taking  in  a  portion  of 
Baltimore  County,  togetlier  witli  the  change  of  char- 
acter of  the  buildings  now  being  erected,  requires  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  appliances  for  putting  out 
fires. 

Baltimore  is  in  a  sort  of  transition  state  from  the 
buildings  and  structures  of  a  big  town  to  the  buildings 
required   by  the  needs  of  a  great  manufacturing  city. 

For  the  last  ten  years  the  character  of  the  buildings 
has  been  rapidly  changed,  magnificent  warehouses 
being  built  alongside  of  two  story  houses  with  wooden 
roofs,  whilst  two  story  dwellings  have  been  run  up  four 
and  five  stories,  by  building  on  the  brick  walls,  which 
were  originally  intended  for  a  two  story  brick  dwelling 
house. 

With  such  a  state  of  architecture  the  difficulty  of 
stamping  out  fires  has  greatly  increased,  and  when  is 
added  to  this  difficulty  the  net  work  of  all  kinds  of 
wires  which  festoon  the  streets,  electric,  telegraph,  trol- 
ley and  telephone,  the  wonder  is  that  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment is  able,  with  the  means  in  its  possession,  to  accom- 
plish what  it  has  during  the  past  year  in  the  preserva- 
vation  of  life  and  property. 

The  time  has  now  arrived  Avhen  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  city  government  to  take  decided  action 
in  regard  to  these  matters.  It  is  necessary  that  there 
shall  be  an  increase  of  the  men  and  machinery  of  the 
department,  that  an  intelligent  building  law  shall  be 
provided  and  enforced,  and  that  the  wires  which  threaten 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city 
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shall  be  put  under  ground.  These  are  matters  which 
lie  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  should  be  an  increase  of  the 
water  supply  at  certain  points  in  the  city  for  the  use 
of  the  department. 

The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  is  powerless  to  do 
anything  in  regard  these  matters.  Though  a  building  is 
unsafe,  and  the  lives  of  people  hanging  by  a  thread  in 
some  of  the  tenement  houses  of  this  city,  this  Board 
cannot  compel  the  erection  of  a  single  fire  escape,  or 
the  cutting  of  a  single  doorway  for  the  escape  of  a 
person  from  a  burning  building,  and  yet  it  is  held 
responsible  by  the  community  for  matters  it  has  abso- 
lutely no  more  to  do  with  than  any  other  citizen  who 
walks  the  streets  of  this  city. 

So  limited  are  its  legal  powers,  that  it  cannot  make 
a  contract  to  build  a  wagon  or  buy  a  foot  of  hose  or  a 
blanket  without  the  consent  of  the  Mayor. 

Its  powers  are  simply  limited  to  putting  out  fires 
with  the  limited  means  in  its  hands  for  that  purpose. 

With  the  amount  of  resources  f  urnislied,  it  has  accom- 
plished greater  results  than  any  department  of  any  city 
of  the  United  States. 

Its  equipment  as  far  as  it  goes,  in  engines,  machinery 
and  other  appliances  for  putting  out  fires,  is  of  the  latest 
and  best  patterns. 
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The  men  composing  tlie  body  of  firemen  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  any  similar  body  of  men  anywhere; 
but  the  department  is  simply  too  small  for  the  city  at 
the  present  time. 

The  underwriters,  who  have  made  the  loudest  outcry 
about  losses  by  fire,  have  failed  to  aid  the  department 
by  compelling  parties  whom  they  insure  to  take  proper 
precautions,  and  by  taking  risks  with  people  and  places 
no  prudent  man  would  feel  justified  in  insuring. 

The  storage  of  cotton,  in  the  manner  it  was  stored 
at  Brown's  wharf,  where  the  disastrous  fire  took  place 
on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1892,  was  an  invitation  to 
a  heavy  loss.  A  special  risk,  means  simply,  in  many 
cases,  an  obstacle  to  every  effort  of  the  firemen  to  pre- 
vent a  heavy  fire. 

What  a  little  care  will  do  can  be  best  seen  by  an  ex- 
amination of  the  Fire  Insurance  Companies  of  this  city 
that  exercise  discretion  in  the  persons  and  property  they 
insure.  In  many  companies  for  years  and  years  the 
losses  by  fire  have  never  affected  either  the  size  or  the 
number  of  dividends. 

Perhaps  the  hardest  work  required  of  horses  is  made 
by  a  Fire  Department.  The  horse  employed  in  the  Fire 
Department  is  required  to  pass  days  of  idleness  with 
little  opportunity  even  for  exercise,  and  then  is  driven 
at  a  high  rate  of  speed,  regardless  of  the  loss  of  a  shoe, 
or  any  other  accident,  oftentimes  leaving  the  engine- 
house  after  eating,  or  in  the  midst  of  a  feed.  There 
should  be  purchased  a  building  within  the  city  limits 
for  the  care  of  horses  injured  and  requiring  care,  and 
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also  as  a  place  where  spare  horses  can  be  kept.  A 
place  of  that  kind  Avould  cost  comparatively  little, 
while  the  saving  to  the  city  would  be  large.  As  now 
arranged,  the  horses  are  kept  at  No.  15  Engine  House 
in  boxes  unfitted  even  for  a  well  horse,  amidst  the  un- 
ceasing noise  of  an  engine  house  occupied  by  two  fire 
engine  companies  and  a  water  tower.  A  place  of  the 
kind  suggested  would  be  very  inexpensive  as  far  as  the 
character  of  the  building  and  the  location  of  the  lot  are 
concerned. 

During  last  year  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  your 
Honorable  Body  appropriating  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  the  placing  of  wires  under  ground  belonp^ing 
to  the  electrical  part  of  this  department.  The  ordi- 
nance, which  was  passed  without  ever  being  submitted 
to  this  Board,  and  without  its  knowledge,  was  found  to 
be  invalid  and  repealed  ;  but  should  be  passed  in  another 
form,  providing  for  the  beginning  of  this  important 
work  and  its  completion  under  competent  supervision. 

With  this  report  is  submitted  the  suggestions  and  re- 
port of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  Superintendent  of  Po- 
lice and  Fire-Alarm  Telegraph  for  the  consideration  of 
your  Honorable  Body. 

The  Commissioners  file  herewith  as  part  of  this  re- 
port, Exhibits  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I  and  K. 

Exhibit  A  shows  the  amount  appropriated  by  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  for  the  year  1893, 
and  the  expenditures  for  that  period. 

Exhibit  B  shows  the  amount  of  special  appropria- 
tions and  disbursements. 
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Exhibit  C  shows  the  general  receipts   of  the  depart- 
ment for  1893. 

Exhibits  D  and  H  show  the  general  expenditures  for 
1893,  and  Exhibit  E  the  general  statement  for  1893. 

Exhibits    F    and    I   show  the    expenditures   of   each 
company. 

Exhibit  G  shows  the  expenditures  of  the  City  Annex 
for  1893. 

Exhibit  K  shows  the  monthly  expenditures  of  the 
City  Annex. 

The  Commissioners  append  herewith  the  estimate  of 
the  financial  requirements  of  the  department  for  1894. 
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ESTIMATE    FOR    1894. 


Salaries $243,800  00 

Apparatus 13,000  00 

Apparatus  repairs 10,000  00 

Accident 1,500  00 

Feed 1 2,500  00 

Fuel 3,950  00 

Furniture 3,000  00 

Harness 1,000  00 

Horseshoeing 2,500  00 

Hose  and  suction  tubes .  9,000  00 

Horses 7,500  00 

Gas 1,500  00 

Oils  and  Paints 2,500  00 

Office  expenses,  including  printing  report 

and  messenger's  salary 1,000  00 

Rent 600  00 

Rent  of  telephones 681  00 

Miscellaneous 2,000  00 

Washing 2,200  00 

Insurance  of  members 2,452  45 

Sick 500  00 

Pensions  for  disabled  firemen 8,400  00 

Police  and  Fire-Alarm  Telegraph 24,778  65 

Total $354,362  10 
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ESTIMATE     FOR    1894— "ANNEX." 

Salaries $32,700  00 

Apparatus 2,200  00 

Apparatus  repairs 1,500  00 

Accident 200  00 

Feed 3,000  00 

Fuel 750  00 

Furniture 350  00 

Harness 250  00 

Horseshoeing 475  00 

Hose 536  00 

Horses 2,500  00 

Gas 275  00 

Oils  and  paints .  509  00 

Rents 360  00 

Rent  of  telephones 120  00 

Miscellaneous 400  00 

Office  expenses 300  00 

Washing 275  00 

Insurance  of  members 328  90 

Sick 195  00 

Police  and  Fire- Alarm  Telegraph 1,000  00 

Total $48,223  90 

J.  ALEXANDER    PRESTON, 

President. 
JOHN    F.  HUNTER, 

GEORGE    MAY. 


EXHIBITS. 
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EXHIBIT  A. 
Appropriation. 


Amount  appropriated  by  Honorable  Mayor 

and  City  Council  for  the  year  of  1893  . .     $346,155  41 
Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 346,126  67 


Balance  undrawn $28  84 


EXHIBIT    B. 

Special  appropriations  by  Honorable  Mayor  and  City 

Council. 

Amount  appropriated  for  deficiency $2,910  62 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 2,910  62 

Amount  appropriated  to  organize  and  equip 

No.  18  Engine  Company $23,000  00 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 22,999  61 

Balance  undrawn 39 

Amount  appropriated  for  lot  of  ground  upon 

wliicli  to  erect  an  engine  liouse $6,000  00 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 4,000  00 

Balance  transferred.  Resolution  No.  190.    $2,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  for  lot  of  ground  upon 
wliicli  to  erect  a  Hook  and  Ladder  Truck 

House $3,000  00 

Balance  transferred,  Resolution  No.  190.      2,000  00 

$5,000  00 
Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 5,000  00 
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EXHIBIT  B— Continued. 

Amount  appropriated  for  twenty  (20)  keyless 

doors  for  fire-alarm  boxes,  at  $50.00  each.     $1,000  00 
Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 1,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  for  fire-alarm  boxes  at 

various  places $2,400  00 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 2,395  41 

Balance  undrawn $4  59 

Amount  appropriated  to  place  the  wires  of 
the  Police  and  Fire- Alarm  Telegraph  and 
Police  Patrol  Systems  under  ground,  Ordi- 
nance No.  106 $100,000  00 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 529  91 

Balance  undrawn $99,470  09 

EXHIBIT  C. 

General  Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand,  storeroom  stock,  Decem- 
ber, 1892 $  50  00 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller  for 

the  year  1893 346,126  57 

Amount  received  from  sale  of  manure  and 

old  material 322  82 

Amount  received  from  Accident  Insurance 

Company 1,422  64 

Total $347,922  03 
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EXHIBIT  D. 

Showing  the  amount  expended  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1893. 

Salaries $246,370  46 

Apparatus 8,132  50 

Apparatus  repairs 9,077  68 

Accident 1,046  96 

Feed 12,343  07 

Fuel . .  3,919  25 

Furniture 3,054  67 

Harness 860  14 

Horseshoeing 2,039  85 

Hose  and  suction  tubes 8,241  97 

Horses 6,560  00 

Gas 1,487  74 

Oils  and  paints 2,231   64 

Office  expenses,  including  printing  report 

and  Messenger's  salary 909  29 

Rent 600  00 

Rent  of  telephones 681  00 

Miscellaneous 1,944  47 

Washing 2,178   75 

Insurance  of  members 1,601  55 

Pensions  for  disabled  Firemen 7,409  00 

Sick 465  00 

Police  and  Fire- Alarm  Telegraph 24,971   16 

p46,126  57 

Insurance  indemnity  paid  to  members ....  1,422  64 

p47,549  21 
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EXHIBIT    E. 

General    Statement. 


Receipts  from  all  sources.  . .  $847,922  03 

Expenditures p47,549  21 

Amount  paid  to  City  Register  322  82 


$347,872  03 
Balance  storeroom  stock,  De- 
cember 31,  1893 50  00 

—     $347,922  03 
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EXHIBIT   F. 
Company  Expenditures. 


No.   1  Engine  Company 


"     2 

^'     3 

u     4 

''     5 

^'     6 

a       7 

'^     8 

^'     9 

^'  10 

^'   11 

^^  12 

^'   13 

^'   U 

''  15 

'^  16 

"11 

lool 

*'     2 

"     3 

u     4 

"     5 

"     6 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company 


Rent  of  telephones 

Reserves 

Officers'  salaries  and  expenses .  . . . 

Miscellaneous 

Office  expenses 

Pensions 

Police  and  Fire-Alarm  Telegraph 


$17,201  QQ 
13,631  83 
12,080  89 
14,261  14 
11,981  91 
12,968  07 
12,387  94 
11,823  06 
11,171  33 
12,480  59 
11,313  18 
11,849  23 
12,145  08 
11,190  49 
23,554  29 
14,497  20 
12,160  17 
12,813  93 
14,954  46 
13,3  >9  90 
12,533  16 
12,089  88 

$292,449  39 

681  00 

341  93 

18,025  39 

1,339  41 

909  29 

7,409  00 

24,971  16 


$346,126  57 
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EXHIBIT    G. 

City  Annex  Appropriation. 


Amount  appropriated   by  Honorable  Mayor 

and  City  Council  for  the  year  1893 $35,814  73 

Amount  drawn  from  City  Comptroller 35,802  46 


Balance  undrawn Si  2  27 


20  REPORT    OF    THE 


EXHIBIT  H. 

Showing  the  amount  Expended  for  the  Annexed  District  for  the  year  ending- 
December  31,  1893. 


Salaries $22,935  00 

Apparatus 1,102  78 

Apparatus  repairs 1,309  06 

Accident 176  60 

Feed 2,e509  77 

Fuel 460  70 

Furniture 412  98 

Harness 130  59 

Horseslioeing 375  75 

Hose 536   75 

Horses 2,500  00 

Gas 184  49 

Oils  and  paints 509   55 

Office  expenses 300  00 

Miscellaneous 379  82 

Rent 360  00 

Washing 168  00 

Insurance  of  members 149  73 

Sick 192  64 

Kent  of  telephone 1 20  00 

Police  and  Fire- Alarm  Telegraph 988   25 

$35,802  46 
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EXHIBIT  I. 

Company  Expenditures. 


No.  1  Engine  Company 


7  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 


Officers'  salary  and  expenses 

Rent  of  telephones 

Reserves 

Office  expenses 

MivScellaneous 

Police  and  Fire-Alarm  Telegraph 


Special  No.  18  P^ngine  Company, 


$3,181  51 
3,436  76 
3,593  28 
4,248  59 
3,770  89 
3,163  93 
4,090  99 
2,867  05 
1,086  07 
1,780  27 


$31,219 

34 

2,248 

44 

120 

00 

787 

23 

300 

00 

139 

20 

988 

25 

$35,802 

46 

22,999 

61 

$58,802  07 
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EXHIBIT  K. 
Monthly  Expenditures, 


January,    Warrants     1  to    13, 


February, 

14  ' 

'     50 

jNIarch ,               ^ 

51  ' 

^     66 

April,                ' 

67  ' 

^     84 

May, 

85  ' 

^     98 

June,                  ^ 

'           99  ' 

'  110 

July,                  ' 

'         111   ' 

'  125 

August,             ' 

126  ' 

^   137 

September,       ' 

'         138  ' 

'   152 

October,            < 

153  ' 

'  174 

November,       ' 

'         175  ' 

^  184 

December,        ' 

185  ' 

'  204 

$3,521  62 
8,575  67 
4,220  20 
8,703  05 
3,707  67 
4,137  89 
4,070  04 
3,477  55 
3,835  07 
5,082  08 
3,359  79 
6,111  44 


158,802  07 
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Dr. 


Financial  Statement  of  tlie  Fire  Department 


1892. 
Dec.  31,  To  balance,  storeroom  account 

1893. 
January,  warrants   1  to  48 


February,      ' 

49 

^'     96 

March,            ^ 

97 

''  170 

April,             ^ 

'       171 

^'  216 

May,               ^ 

217 

^'  278 

June,               ^ 

'       279 

"327 

July, 

'       328 

"  383 

August,          ' 

^       384 

"  419 

September,    ^ 

'       420 

"  464 

October,         ^ 

465 

"  508 

November,    ' 

'       509 

"  545 

December,     ' 

546 

'^  574 

Old  material 

Insurance  indemnity 


50  00 

37,967  72 
25,642  27 
27,664  68 
27,498  24 
37,120  47 
28,056  71 
41,246  59 
25,003  42 
30,210  99 
26,161  05 
25,502  18 
29,888  19 

$362,012  51 

322  82 

1,422  64 


$363,757  97 
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for  twelve  months  ending  December  31,  1893. 


Cr. 


1893. 

January,    Expenditures  this  month  ...    .  §37,967  72 

February,              ''               "         -'        25,642   27 

March,                    ''                ^'         *'        27,664  68 

April,                     "                ^'         "        27,498   24 

May,                       "                '^         ''        37,120  47 

June,                       *'                ''          "        28,056   71 

July,                        "                ''          ''        41,246   59 

August,                   "                "          "        25,003  42 

September,           ''               ''         "        30,210  99 

October,                 "               "         ^'        26,161  05 

November,            "               "         "        25,502   18 

December,             "               "         ''        29,888   19 

$361,962  51 

Amount  paid  City  Register 322  82 

Amount- paid  insurance  indemnity.  1,422   64 

Storeroom  account,  Dec.  31,  1893...  50  00 


§363,757   97 


26 


REPORT    OF   THE    FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 


O 
O 


o 


€©= 


C    P 


CO 
GO 


^  B 

3  o 

o  o 

.P^  o    = 

^  Oi    o 


CO 

CO 
CO*' 


CO 
CO 

Ci 
QO 

Co" 

o  2 

o 


rr-!      ^ 

i^  2 


O 

o 


o 


.   a; 


s 

o 
o 

O    ft  to 


O    p 

^  o 

O 


Q 


s 


o 


r-1    CO    O    T— I    T-H    (M 
"^   T-(   O    -^   OS   CO 


lO  T— (  o  »o  Ct> 
HT)  r^  O  Oi  oq 

rH^  O^^  O  CO^  lO 

— H^  Tt^cTco" 

CO 


—«  O  O  O  O  C<1 
^  O  O  O  O  CO 

^  o  o  o  o  o 
iO  o  o  o  o  ^ 
^^  o^  o^  ^^  o  c^^ 
-^^  lo"  cT  co"  o"  c<r 

CM   (M  O 

CO  ^ 


(M 

CO 

o 

of 
as 


oq 

CO 
C5 


CO 

o 

CO 

CO 

!  -T 

:o 
'"^ 


a; 


£   ft 

,  ,  ^  P 

S     (X)     q;) 

^  H  .^; 

•r-(  .      p^ 

P3^    Q-l  CO 


t     CD 

■a  £ 


03 

t>- 

oq 

;h 

K^ 

0:i 

hn 

yo 

1) 

'O 

1—1 

rl 

H 

o 

1^ 

C2 

CD 

O 

0) 

ft 

;5S 

CQ  iO   Oi 
lO  t^  CO 


T-H    lO    I— ( 

(M   CM   O 

Tt^  OO  Ci 
1— I  OC  Oi 
QO   Ot>   05 

Ct  (M 


CO   O    3 

t-  o  o 

T^^  o  o 
»-(  o  o 
GO  o  o 


CO 


GO 


00  QO 

lO  T-H 

'^  CO 

CO  rH 


CO 

o 

CO 

(M 

lO 


•  ^    : 

;  ft  o 
«^;§ 

•i-H  'ft 

f^  Ph  O} 


oo 


O  ' 
QO 
C<l  j 

^  I 

CM 

lO  ! 


rn 


I3EI^OI2T 


CHIEF  ENGINEER 


RKPORT. 

Baltimore  City  Fire  Department, 
Office  of  Chief  P^xgineer — City  Hael, 

Baltimore,  January  1st,  1894, 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Fire  Comniis.stoners : 

GENTLEMf:X  : 

I  have  tlie  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Fire  Department  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  December  31st,  1893,  which  is  the  thirty-fifth 
report  of  the  Paid  Fire  Dex)artment  of  Baltimore  City. 

It  is  a  subject  of  congratahition  that  on  the  first  day 
of  April  the  department  was  placed  on  a  xjermanent 
and  full-jjaid  basis  by  making  the  five  call-members  of 
Nos.  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13  and  14  Engine  Companies  re- 
spectively, full  paid  and  permanent  members. 

The  department  was  further  strengthened  by  the 
creation  of  three  additional  Assistant  Engineers,  making 
six  in  all,  and  the  city  was  redivided  into  six  districts, 
rendering  it  now  possible  to  have  an  officer  on  the 
ground  in  the  early  stages  of  a  fire  to  advise  and  direct 
the  men. 
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The  department  was  further  strengthened  by  making 
an  additional  Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Engineman  in 
^o.  15  Engine  Company,  making  the  same  a  double 
company. 

On  February  15th  an  additional  Engine  Company, 
(No.  18),  was  placed  in  service  with  twelve  members, 
making  the  first  steam-engine  company  in  the  annexed 
district. 

I  would  recommend  that  another  Lieutenant,  Assist- 
ant Engineman  and  four  pipemen  be  placed  in  No.  4 
Engine  Company,  so  as  to  make  that  company  also  a 
double  company  with  two  sets  of  apparatus,  so  that 
when  one  section  goes  out  the  other  will  take  its  place. 
This  will  practically  place  an  additional  engine  com- 
pany in  the  business  section  of  the  city. 

I  also  recommend  that  another  lieutenant,  assistant 
tillerman  and  four  laddermen  should  be  placed  in  Nos. 
4  and  5  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies,  so  as  to  make 
them  double  hook  and  ladder  companies  with  two  sets 
of  apparatus  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  double 
engine  companies,  so  that  in  case  of  a  large  fire  occur- 
ing  calling  all  six  hook  and  ladder  companies  in  service, 
there  will  still  be  two  hook  and  ladder  companies  in  re- 
serve to  respond  to  another  fire.  The  necessity  for  this 
was  shown  at  the  fire  at  the  Brush  Electric  Light  Works 
and  City  Jail,  on  October  13th,  when  a  third  alarm  from 
Box  249  and  a  second  alarm  from  Box  316  called  all  the 
hook  and  ladder  companies  into  service,  leaving  the  en- 
tire city  without  a  hook  and  ladder  company,  except 
the  small  ones  in  the  annexed  district.  The  same  may 
occur  again  at  any  large  fire  requiring  the  services  of 
all  the  hook  and  ladder  companies. 
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An  additional  member  should  be  placed  in  each  of 
Xos.  1  and  2  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies,  so  as  to 
bring  them  up  to  the  standard  (twelve  members)  of  the 
other  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies. 

An  additional  member  should  be  placed  in  No.  7 
Chemical  Engine  Company,  and  in  each  of  Nos.  7,  8  and 
9  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies,  as  the  constant  increase 
in  buildings  in  the  annexed  district  necessitates  an  in- 
creased force  to  properly  handle  the  apparatus. 

I  reiterate  the  recommendation  of  my  predecessor 
that  the  system  of  substitute  members  attached  to  each 
company  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  in  their  place  ten 
probationary  members  be  appointed,  who  shall  receive 
a  salary  of  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  each  be  uni- 
formed and  stationed  at  the  houses  of  the  central  com- 
panies, from  which  they  can  be  detailed  to  other  com- 
panies to  fill  the  places  of  the  members  who  are  off 
duty,  sick,  injured  or  on  leave  of  absence. 

With  the  other  improvements  in  the  department,  a 
new  set  of  rules  and  regulations,  more  accurately  de- 
fining the  duty  and  discipline  of  the  members,  and  a 
new  book  of  assignments  to  duty  in  answering  alarms 
of  fire  were  placed  in  service,  and  have  given  entire 
satisfaction  and  greatly  facilitated  the  operations  of  the 
department. 

The  ringing  of  bells  being  dispensed  with  as  unneces- 
sary, a  code  of  rocket  signals  has  been  adopted  and 
placed  in  service,  so  that  in  case  of  the  disabling  of  the 
fire-alarm  wires,  by  storms  or  otherwise,  the  Engine  and 
Hook  and  Ladder  Companies  may  be  called  into  ser- 
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vice  without  delay.     They  have  already  been  found  of 
the  utmost  practical  service. 

I  also  recommend  that  No.  18  Engine  and  No.  3 
Chemical  Engine  Companies,  now  occupying  one  house, 
be  consolidated  as  one  company  (No.  18  Engine  Com- 
pany), having  fifteen  members,  and  under  one  captain 
and  two  lieutenants. 

I  also  recommend  that  a  lot,  centrally  located,  be 
purchased,  and  a  building  erected  thereon,  where  sick 
and  disabled  Lorses  can  be  kept  and  treated,  and  the 
reserve  horses  of  the  department  can  be  located.  The 
hospital  now  located  at  No.  15  Engine  House  is  entirely 
too  small  and  inadequate  for  the  purpose,  and  by  reason 
of  the  Company  being  made  a  double  one  the  space  now 
used  is  required  for  the  use  of  the  Company. 

The  care  and  management  of  the  horses  require  con- 
stant attention,  and  the  task  of  selecting  such  as  are 
especially  adapted  for  Fire  Department  service  is  of  the 
utmost  importance.  In  my  opinion  no  better  plan  could 
be  adopted  by  the  city  than  the  one  of  securing  at  a 
stated  salary  the  services  of  a  competent  veterinary  sur- 
geon, and  place  in  his  hands,  subject  to  proper  restric- 
tions, the  task  of  selecting  all  horses  for  use  in  this 
department,  and  also  require  of  him  supervision  over 
the  care  and  management  of  tliose  in  the  service.  This 
plan  has  been  in  practice  in  other  cities,  and  has  proven 
to  be  of  undoubted  benefit  wherever  adopted,  and  I 
would  therefore  request  that  you  give  this  matter  care- 
ful consideration. 
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Physical  Qualifications  for  Members. 

All  applicants  for  positions  in  the  service  of  the 
department  have  to  undergo  an  examination  in  regard 
to  their  physical  condition.  Members  of  Engine  Com- 
panies are  required  to  be  not  less  than  five  feet  and  five 
inches  in  height  and  thirty-four  inches  around  the  chest, 
and  members  of  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies  are  re- 
quired to  be  five  feet  and  seven  inches  in  height  and 
thirty-six  inches  around  the  chest. 

All  members  of  the  department  receive  their  full  pay 
when  off  duty,  injured  or  sick,  and  when  injured,  five 
dollars  additional  per  week  from  insurance,  and  in  case 
of  death  from  injuries  received  while  performing  fire 
duty,  one  thousand  dollars  is  paid  to  the  widow  or  other 
representatives. 
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Manual  Force  of  tlie  Department. 
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Chemical   Engine    Companies, 
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Force  aiid  Fay  Roll. 

Per  Annum- 

1  Chief  of   Department $2,000 

6  District  Engineers,  each 1,400 

1  Superintendent  of  Macliinery 1,400 

23  Captains  of  Engine  and    Hook  and   Ladder 

Companies,  each 1,100 

7  Captains    of    Chemical    Engine    Companies, 

each 900 

24  Lieutenants,  each 1,000 

17  Enginemen,  each 1,100 

19  Assistant  Enginemen,  each 900 

2  Pilots  on  Fire-Boat,  each 1,000 

12  Tillermen  on  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies, 

each 900 

22  Hostlers  of  Engine  and   Hook   and    Ladder 

Companies,  each 900 

10  Hostlers    of    Chemical    Engines   and    Annex 

Hook  and  Ladder  Companies,  each 800 

117  Pipemen  of  Engine  Companies,  each 800 

40  Laddermen  of  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies, 

each 800 

3  Stokes  on  Fire- Boat,  each 800 

304  Members. 

20  Members  retired  from  service,  and  pensioned, 

each 400 
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The  following  clianges  were  made  in  the  Department. 
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The  following  cJianges  were  made  in  the  Department . 
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TABLE 

Showing  the  Xiimber  of  Fire- Alarm  Boxes  that  each  Company  responds  to 
on  the  first,  second  and  third  alarms. 
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ANNEX   DISTRICT. 
NuTTiber  of  Boxes  responded  to. 
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TABLE. 

Showing  the  number  of  times  Engine  Companies  have  responded  to  fires 
and  transferred  to  the  houses  of  other  Companies,  the  number  of  feet  of 
Hose  laid  at  fires,  and  the  working  time  of  the  Engines  at  fires. 
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TABLE. 

Showing  the  number  of  times  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies  have  re- 
sponded to  fires  and  transferred  to  the  houses  of  other  Companies,  the 
number  of  ladders  used  at  fires  and  the  time  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Com- 
panies were  in  service  at  fires. 
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Chemical  Fire  Extinguishers. 

The  six-gallon  fire  extinguishers  were  used  1,220 
times,  and  the  fifteen-gallon  fire  extinguishers  that  are 
carried  on  No.  1  Hook  and  Ladder  Truck  were  used  144 
times,  having  discharged  9,480  gallons  of  the  solution 
at  fires. 

The  tanks  of  the  fifty-gallon  Chemical  Engine  that  is 
run  by  Xo.  15  Engine  Company  have  been  emptied  165- 
times,  discharging  8,300  gallons  of  the  solution. 
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Sermce  of  CJiemlcal  Engines  in  the  Annexed  District, 
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Sermce  of  Hook  and  Ladder  Trucks  in  the  Annexed 

District. 
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On  February  7tli,  Assistant  Engineer  John  J.  Ledden 
was  promoted  to  be  Chief  Engineer,  vice  Chief  Engineer 
John  M.  Hennick,  deceased. 

On  April  1st,  by  Ordinance  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore,  John  R.  Battee  of  No.  3  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company  was  placed  on  the  pension  roll  on 
account  of  physical  injuries  received  in  the  service  of 
the  department. 

On  May  7th,  William  R.  La  Shorne  of  No.  13  Engine 
Company  was  retired  from  duty  on  account  of  injuries 
received  in  the  service  of  the  department  by  having 
both  legs  broken  by  being  run  over  by  the  hose  carri- 
age, and  pensioned,  after  being  a  member  of  the  depart- 
ment nineteen  years. 

On  November  15th,  Frank  B.  Hart  of  No.  15  Engine 
Company  was  placed  on  the  pension  roll  on  account  of 
physical  debility,  superinduced  by  injuries  received  in 
the  service  of  the  department,  having  been  a  member 
of  the  same  seven  years. 

DEATHS    OF    MEMBERS. 

On  February  1st,  the  department  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  its  Chief  Engineer  John  M.  Hennick, 
who  died  of  cancer  of  stomach,  after  an  illness  of  one 
month.  He  was  59  years  of  age,  and  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  department  since  1858,  and  Chief  of  the 
same  since  1876. 

No.  2  Engine  Company — Engineman  Thomas  E. 
Wheatley  died   December  4th,   of  capillary  bronchitis, 
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after  an  illness  of  39  days.  He  was  53  years  of  age, 
and  had  been  a  member  of  the  department  twenty-five 
years. 

No.  4  Engine  Company — Pipeman  Wilmer  West  died 
December  8th,  of  urinary  infiltration,  after  an  illness 
of  15  days.  He  was  50  years  of  age,  and  had  been  a 
member  of  the  department  twenty-four  years. 

Xo.  7  Engine  Company — Lieutentant  Louis  B.  Schieve 
died  March  26th,  of  dropsy  and  heart  trouble,  after  an 
illness  of  76  days.  He  was  40  years  of  age,  and  had 
been  a  member  of  the  department  twenty  years. 

Xo.  18  Engine  Company — Pipeman  William  F.  Doeppe 
died  September  3d,  of  consumption,  after  an  illness  of 
two  weeks.  He  was  33  years  of  age,  and  had  been  a 
member  of  the  department  four  years. 

No.  2  Chemical  Engine  Company — Pipeman  James  R. 
White  died  of  consumption,  on  April  4th,  after  an  ill- 
ness of  two  months.  He  was  32  years  of  age,  and  had 
been  a  member  of  the  department  four  years. 

No.  17  ENGINE   HOUSE. 

A  building  should  be  erected  on  the  lot  purchased  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  Fort  avenue  and  Haubert  street, 
which  is  41  feet  front  and  97  feet  deep,  and  an  engine 
company  placed  in  service,  as  it  is  required  to  protect 
the  large  mercantile  and  manufacturing  interests  that 
are  located  at  Locust  Point.  The  nearest  engine  com- 
pany is  No.  12,  and  the  next  nearest  is  No.  2,  which  is 
a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  and  when  these  companies 
are  at  a  fire  and  the  ferry-boats  are  not  running,  this 
section  is  left  without  protection  against  fires. 
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No.  19  ENGINE   HOUSE. 

A  building  should  be  erected  on  the  lot  purchased  at 
the  southeast  corner  of  Bond  street  and  Boundary  ave- 
nue, which  is  40  feet  front  by  120  feet  deep,  and  an  en- 
gine company  placed  in  service,  as  it  is  some  distance 
from  the  nearest  engine  company,  in  a  constantly  grow- 
ing section  of  the  city. 

No.  10  HOOK  AND  LADDER  HOUSE. 

A  building  should  be  erected  on  the  lot  purchased  on 
the  south  side  of  Lafayette  avenue,  west  of  Strieker 
street,  which  is  50  feet  front  by  150  feet  deep,  and  a 
hook  and  ladder  company  placed  in  service,  as  a  hook 
and  ladder  company  is  extremely  necessary  in  this 
locality  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  numerous  char- 
itable institutions  containing  many  aged  and  infirm 
persons,  and  the  distance  from  other  hook  and  ladder 
houses. 

APPARATUS. 

One  fire-boat  named  "Cataract." 
One  Hale  water  tower. 
One  extra  first-class  steam  fire  engine. 
Three  first-class  steam  fire  engines. 
Six  second-class  steam  fire  engines. 
Six  third-class  steam  fire  engines. 
Sixteen  heaters  for  steam  fire  engines. 
Eleven  hose  wagons. 
Fifteen  hose  carriages. 

Two  first  size  Hayes'  extension  ladder  trucks,  85  feet. 
Three  second  size  Hayes'  extension  ladder  trucks,  70 
feet. 
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One  third  size  Hayes'  extension  ladder  trucks,  56  feet. 

Three  small  bank  ladder  trucks  with  chemical  engine 
companies. 

One  double  tank  chemical  engine,  100  gallons  each 
tank. 

Two  double  tank  chemical  engines,  85  gallons  each 
tank. 

Four  double  tank  chemical  engines,  50  gallons  each 
tank. 

Six  wagons  to  carry  fuel  to  engines  working  at  fires. 

Forty-six  chemical  fire  extinguishers,  each  of  6  gal- 
lons capacity. 

Two  chemical  fire  extinguishers,  each  of  15  gallons 
capacity. 

Eight  Concord  wagons  with  gongs  and  machinery  for 
striking  them,  used  by  the  officers. 

One  wrecking  truck  to  carry  broken  apparatus  on. 

Ten  circular  nets  for  people  to  jump  in  at  fires. 

One  wagon  for  carrying  supplies. 

RESERVE    APPARATUS. 

One  first-class  steam  fire  engine. 
Four  third-class  steam  fire  engines. 
One  fourth-class  steam  fire  engine. 
One  Hayes'  extension  ladder  truck,  85  feet. 
One  bank  ladder  truck,  with  Bangor  extension,  65  feet. 
One  light-weight  hook  and  ladder  truck. 
One  double  tank  chemical  engine,  each  tank  50  gallons. 
Two  chemical  fire  extinguishers,  15  gallons  each. 
Three  Concord  wagons,  witli  gongs  and  striking  ma- 
chinery. 


52  REPORT  OF  THE 

TELEGRAPH  DEPARTMENT. 

Three  covered  wagons,  used  by  the  linemen. 
One  carriage,  used  by  the  superintendent. 

All  the  apparatus  is  in  good  condition,  but  constant 
repairs  axe  necessary,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
streets. 

NEW  APPARATUS  AND  WHERE  IT  WAS  PLACED  IN  SERVICE. 

One  second  size  double  vertical  crane-neck  piston 
steam  fire  engine,  built  by  the  LaFrance  Company,  with 
improved  pumps  ;  diameter  of  pumps,  4|  inches  ;  diam- 
eter of  steam  cylinders,  8|  inches;  length  of  stroke,  8 
inches ;  diameter  of  boiler,  33  inches ;  height  of  boiler, 
62  inches;  capacity  of  engine,  750  gallons  per  minute; 
weight  when  ready  for  service,  8,200  pounds.  Was 
placed  in  service  at  No.  1  Engine  Comjjany,  September 
22,  1893. 

One  third  size  double-vertical,  crane-neck,  piston 
steam  fire  engine,  built  by  the  LaFrance  Company,  with 
their  improved  pumps ;  diameter  of  pumps,  4J  inches; 
diameter  of  steam  cylinders,  7  J  inches;  length  of  stroke 
8  inches;  diameter  of  boiler,  32  inches;  height  of  boiler, 
60  inches;  capacity  of  engine  600  gallons  per  minute; 
weight  when  ready  for  service  7,000  pounds.  Was  placed 
in  service  at  No.  18  Engine  Company. 

Two  hose  wagons  manufactured  by  Charles  T.  Hollo- 
way  and  placed  in  service  at  No.  18  Engine  Company. 

One  Hayes  extension  ladder  truck  70  feet,  built  by 
the  LaFrance  Company,  with  necessary  equipments  and 
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latest   improvements,  and    placed  in  service  at   No.  3 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 

One  new  heater  to  connect  to  engine,  built  by  the  E. 
J.  Codd»  Company,  placed  in  No.  18  Engine  House. 

Seven  six -gallon  extinguishers  made  by  Charles  T. 
Hollo  way,  two  were  placed  in  service  at  No.  18  Engine 
Company,  one  at  No.  7  Engine  Company,  and  one  at  No. 
8  Engine  Company,  and  two  at  No.  15  Engine  Company, 
and  one  at  No.  3  Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 

Six  pistols  for  throwing  life  lines  over  buildings  or  in 
windows,  are  carried  on  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6  Trucks. 

Three  double-pole  arrangements  to  work  three  horses 
abreast  were  placed  in  service  at  Nos.  4  and  18  Engine 
Companies,  respectively,  and  one  is  held  in  reserve. 

One  new  covered  wagon  for  lineman  of  telegraph 
department. 

One  new  light-weight  hook  and  ladder  truck  with  the 
necessary  equipments  for  service,  built  by  Charles  T. 
Hollo  way,  was  placed  in  service  as  a  reserve  truck  in 
the  annexed  district. 

ADDITIONAL  APPARATUS  llEQUIRED  FOR  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

One  second  size  and  one  third  size  double  vertical 
crane-neck  piston  steam  fire  engines,  the  second  size  for 
No.  17  Engine  Company  and  the  third  size  for  No.  19  En- 
gine Company. 

Two  second  size  extension  ladder  trucks,  with  ladders 
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to  reach  the  height  of  70  feet,  one  for  No.  10  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company  and  one  to  be  placed  in  service  in  No. 
6  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  and  the  55  foot  ladder 
truck,  now  used  by  that  Company,  placed  in  reserve. 

Two  double-pole  arrangements  to  work  three  horses 
abreast. 

One  set  of  Pompier  ladders  to  be  placed  in  service  in 
No.  4  Engine  Company. 

No.  1 1  Engine,  full  platform  springs  to  front  running 
gear. 

No.  16  Engine  (Fire-boat),  a  dynamo  and  searchlight 
on  boat,  as  the  same  would  be  a  most  valuable  adjunct 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  company  and  of  the  department 
when  working  around  water  fronts,  and  the  necessity 
for  the  same  has  been  shown  on  numerous  occasions. 

Four  additional  hose  wagons  will  be  required  to 
equip  Nos.  17  and  19  Engine  Companies,  and  six  hose 
wagons  will  be  needed  to  replace  the  old  hose  carriages 
in  Nos.  8,  10,  11,  12,  13  and  14  Engine  Companies. 

HORSES. 

There  are  now  in  the  service  of  the  department  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  horses,  and  with  a  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, they  are  in  first-class  condition.  During  the 
year  forty-one  horses  were  purchased,  thirteen  of 
them  being  for  companies  in  the  annexed  districts.  The 
adoption  of  the  poles  to  work  three  horses  abreast  in 
two  companies  required  a  number  of  extra  horses  to  be 
purchased.  Sixteen  horses  that  were  unfit  for  ser- 
vice, from  various  causes,  were  given  in  exchange. 
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The  horses  are  used  as  follows: 

Thirteen  engine  companies,  four  horses  each 52 

Three  engine  companies,  five  horses  each 15 

Four  hook  and  ladder  companies,  three  horses  each.  12 

Two  hook  and  ladder  companies,  two  horses  each . .  4 

Seven  chemical  engine  companies,  two  horses  each.  14 

One  chemical  engine  company,  three  horses 3 

Two  Annex  hook  and  ladder  companies,  one  horse 

each : 2 

One  Annex  hook  and  ladder  company,  two  horses.  2 

AVater  Tower,  two  horses 2 

Officers  and  supply  wagon 15 

Fire-Alarm  Telegraph  Department 6 

Reserves 14 

141 

There  will  be  thirteen  additional  hoses  required  dur- 
ing next  year  to  equip  the  new  engine  and  hook  and 
ladder  companies. 

HOSE. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-eight  sections,  making  nine 
thousand  four  hundred  feet  of  two  and  a-half  inch 
hose,  complete  with  couplings  were  purchased  during 
the  year,  of  which  eight  thousand  four  hundred  feet 
was  fabric  hose,  and  one  thousand  feet  was  gum  h.o^e 
of  the  following  brands  : 

4,400  feet  of  Unique  Treated  Double  Jacket  Fabric 
Hose. 

4,000  feet  of  American  Double  Jacket  Fabric  Hose. 
1,000  feet  of  Maltese  Cross  Gum  Hose,  light  weight. 
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There  is  now  in  service  thirty-seven  thousand  one 
hundred  feet  of  reliable  hose,  sixteen  thousand  seven 
hundred  feet  of  medium  quality  hose.  Fifty-one  hun- 
dred feet  of  hose  that  would  not  stand  the  required 
pressure  (two  hundred  pounds)  was  taken  out  of  service. 

There  will  be  required  for  the  department  during  the 
year  1894,  seven  thousand  and  one  hundred  feet  of  new 
hose ;  six  thousand  and  one  hundred  feet  of  two  and 
one-half  inch  fabric  hose,  and  one  thousand  feet  of  two 
and  one-half  inch  gum  hose. 

It  is  of  great  advantage  to  the  working  of  the  depart- 
ment to  have  in  force  the  ordinance  to  protect  hose, 
recommended  my  by  predecessor  in  the  last  annual  report, 
which  was  passed  April  24,  1893;  the  fine  and  penalty 
there  imposed  preventing  much  expense  and  trouble. 
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LEADING    HOSE     FURNISHED    TO    CHEMICAL    ENGINE 
COMPANIES. 

No.  2,  two  hundred  feet  of  four  ply  one-incli  gum 
hose. 

No.  3,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  four  ply  three- 
quarter-inch  gum  hose. 

No.  5,  three  hundred  feet  of  four  ply  three-quarter- 
inch  gum  hose. 

No.  7,  three  hundred  feet  of  four  ply  one-inch  gum 
hose. 

Total  number  of  feet,  nine  hundred  and  fifty. 

FIRE-ALARM  BOXES. 


Fifteen  additional  fire-alarm  boxes  were  put  up, 
jnaking  the  total  number  now  in  service,  three  hundred 
and  forty-six,  twelve  of  which  are  private  boxes,  and 
are  placed  inside  of  buildings.  The  new  boxes  are 
numbered  and  located  as  follows : 

138— Foot  of  West  Falls  avenue. 
166— Fell  and  Wolfe  streets. 
177 — Montford  avenue  and  Baltimore  street. 
187 — Canton  avenue  and  Luzerne  street. 
278 — Washington  and  Eager  streets. 
336 — Mulberry  and  Howard  streets. 
443 — Maryland  Electric  Works,  Pratt  street. 
45 — Baltimore  street  and  Fremont  avenue. 
456 — Lexington  street  and  Carrollton  avenue. 
457 — Kiggs  avenue  and  Carey  street. 
458 — Argyle  and  Lafayette  avenues. 
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ADDITIOXAL  FIRE-ALARM  BOXES  IX  THE  AXXEXED  DISTRICT. 

7 — Twenty-fourth  street  and  Hampden  avenue. 
712 — Cedar  avenue,  near  Old  Tyson  Mill  road. 
721 — Woodberry  and  Parkdale  avenues. 
73 — Erdman  and  Harford  avenues. 

Keyless  doors  have  been  placed  on  the  follovving" 
fire-alarm  boxes,  making  the  number  of  fire-alarm 
boxes  with  keyless  doors  now  in  service  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three: 

132,  154,  165,  25,  328,  34,  342,  346,  347,  348,  35,  359, 
37,  434,  435,  45,  452,  471,  533,  541,  512,  613. 

The  following  fire-alarm  boxes  should  be  changed  to 
keyless  doors. 

14 — Xo.  3  Engine  House,  Lombard  street. 

17 — No.  11    Engine    House,    Eastern    and    Patterson 
Park  avenues. 

234 — Ann  and  Orleans  streets. 

24 — No.  6  Engine  House,  Gay  and  Ensor  streets. 
257 — No.  5  Hook  and  Ladder  House,  Aisquith  street, 
near  Oliver  street. 

259 — l^iddle  and  Valley  streets. 
263 — Caroline  and  Preston  streets. 
264 — Caroline  and  Monument  streets. 

27 — No.  9  Engine  House,  Aladison  street. 
272— Biddle  and  Wolfe  streets. 
324 — Preston  street  and  Druid  Hill  avenue. 
326 — McMechin  street  and  Pennsylvania  avenue. 
327 — McMechin  street  and  Madison  avenue. 

36 — No.  13  Engine  House,  Fremont  street  and  Myrtle 
avenue. 
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364 — No.  4  Hook  and  Ladder  House,  Biddle  street, 

367 — Myrtle  avenue  and  Hoffman  street. 

371 — Mosher  and  Gilnior  streets. 

429 — Baltimore  and  Calhoun  streets, 

455 — No.  8  Engine  House,  Mulberry  street. 
46 — Baltimore  and  Gilmor  streets. 

48] — No.  14  Engine  House,  HoUins  street. 
53 — No.  10  Engine  House,  Columbia  avenue. 

532 — Barre  and  Warner  streets. 

534 — Ridgely  and  Hamburg  streets. 

535 — Columbia  avenue  and  Wooster  street. 

612 — Montgomery  and  William  streets. 

615 — No.  12  Engine  House,  Eort  avenue  and  Jolinson 
street. 

631 — No.  6  Hook  and  Ladder  House,  Hanover  and 
Ostend  streets. 

Instructions  are  placed  on  tlie  doors  of  all  keyless 
boxes  notifying  persons  that  the  hook  must  be  pulled 
down  after  opening  doors,  as  many  persons  suppose  the 
opening  of  the  door  which  rings  a  vibrating  gong  to 
notify  persons  in  the  neighborhood  that  alarm  is  being 
sounded,  sounds  the  alarm  also.  It  has  been  frequently 
the  case  tliat  persons  have  opened  the  doors  of  such 
boxes  and  failed  to  sound  the  alarm,  so  that  the  depart- 
ment is  blamed  for  the  delay  when  they  have  received 
no  notice  of  the  fire. 

LOCATIONS  WEIERE  FIRE-ALARM  BOXES  ARE    llEQUIRED. 

Hanover  and  Lombard  streets. 
Hanover  and  Conway  streets. 
Camden  and  Paca  streets. 
Hill  and  Charles  streets. 
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Conway  and  Fremont  streets. 

ijross  and  Race  streets. 

Howard  and  Stockholm  streets. 

Foot  of  Marshall  avenue,  Ferry  Bar. 

Garrett  avenue  and  Beason  street. 

Baltimore  and  Schroeder  streets. 

Poppleton  and  Saratoga  streets. 

Baker  and  Calhoun  streets. 

Division  and  Robert  streets. 

Eutaw  Place  and  Wilson  street. 

Baker  and  Calhoun  streets. 

Harlem  avenue  and  Calhoun  street. 

Fulton  avenue  and  Baker  street. 

Lafayette  avenue  and  John  street. 

Fulton  avenue  and  Pratt  street. 

Hollins  and  Strieker  streets. 

Harlem  avenue  and  ]\Ionroe  street. 

Lexington  and  Pulaski  streets. 

Calv^rton  and  Frederick  roads. 

Calverton  road  and  Franklin  street. 

Fulton  avenue  and  Saratoga  street. 

Hollins  and  Mount  streets. 

Hamburg  and  Fremont  streets. 

Frederick  road,  opposite  St.  Joseph's  Monastery. 

Frederick  road  and  Water  lane. 

Maiden  Choice  lane  and  Oregon  avenue. 

Orleans  and  Forrest  streets. 

p]ast  and  Front  streets. 

Aisquith  street  and  Harford  avenue. 

Hoffman  street  and  Homewood  avenue. 

Lanvale  street  and  Hopkins  avenue. 

Gorsucli  avenue  and  Independence  street. 

Montebello  and  Gutman  avenues. 
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Lexington  and  Frederick  streets. 
Lexington  and  Sharp  streets. 
Calvert  and  Franklin  streets. 
Pratt  and  South  streets. 
Courtland  and  Mulberry  streets. 
Fayette  street  and  McClellan  alley. 
Mulberry  and  Fine  streets. 
Mulberry  and  Paca  streets. 
Paca  and  Franklin  streets. 
Baltimore  and  Pearl  streets. 
Pennsylvania  avenue  and  Orchard  street. 
Fairmount  avenue  and  Washington  street. 
Ann  and  Eager  streets. 
Oliver  and  Luzerne  streets. 
Chester  street  and  North  avenue. 
Broadway  and  Lanvale  street. 
Bond  street  and  Boundary  avenue. 

HORSES. 

The  twenty-seven  houses  that  are  owned  by  the  city 
and  occupied  by  the  companies  are  generally  in  good 
condition  and  repair.  Some  alterations  and  improve- 
ments are  required  for  the  comfort  and  efficiency  of  the 
members  of  the  several  companies.  The  house  at 
Hampden  is  not  owned  by  the  city,  but  is  rented  at 
three  hundred  aud  sixty  dollars  per  annum.  A  lot 
should  be  purchased  and  a  house  erected  for  the  com- 
pany located  there. 

The  alterations  and  repairs  that  have  been  made  are 
as  follows : 
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ENGINE  HOUSES. 

No.  1 — Flooring,  stalls  and  roof  repaired  ;  wainscot- 
ing put  around  stalls  ;  hydrant  repaired. 

No.  2 — Stalls  repaired  and  painted ;  stairway  and 
bath-room  repaired  and  painted;  plumbing  in  bath-room 
repaired;  iron  box  over  drain-pipe  on  front  pavement, 
with  iron  pan  inside  of  front  door  to  carry  off  waste 
water. 

No.  3 — Roof  repaired  and  new  door  at  the  head  of 
the  steps  leading  to  same. 

No.  4 — New  flooring  in  front  part  of  first  floor  and 
stalls;  new  pavement  in  front  of  house;  an  additional 
stall  put  up  for  third  horse;  walls  and  ceiling  of  first 
floor  painted,  roof  repaired ;  new  steps  and  balcony  on 
outside  of  hose  tower  ;  new  sash  in  rear  doors ;  new 
water  closet  on  first  floor ;  new  water  trough,  plumbing 
overhauled. 

No.  5 — New  skylight  over  engine  room;  tin  roof  re- 
paired; coal  bin  and  platform  in  hay-loft  repaired. 

No.  6 — New  floor  in  engine  room ;  roof  repaired  and 
painted ;  landings  in  bell-tower  repaired  and  painted ; 
bunkroom  papered. 

No.  8 — Roof  repaired  ;  slab  and  bowl  on  washstand 
renewed  and  stalls  repaired. 

No.  9 — Roof  and  stalls  repaired. 

No.  10 — Wainscoting  painted;    new  floors  in  stalls; 
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new  chimney  cap ;  new  steps  in  rear  leading  to  roof; 
and  new  water  closet  in  bath-room  and  plumbing  over- 
hauled. 

No.  11 — Stalls  removed  from  back  part  of  house  and 
placed  side  of  apparatus ;  old  stairway  removed  and 
new  iron  spiral  stairway  put  up ;  cement  floor  in  rear 
part  of  house  and  new  water  closet. 

No.  12 — New  drain-pipe  from  waste-pipes  of  house  to 
neighboring  sewer;  stalls  removed  and  placed  side  of 
apparatus ;  new  iron  column  supporting  second  floor 
put  up  ;  cement  floor  and  three  box  stalls  in  rear  of 
house ;  one  new  cupboard  rear  of  house  wainscoted 
and  ceiled ;  new  large  doors  in  rear  on  side  street ;  ma- 
nure pit  cemented ;  sliding  poles  changed ;  roof  and 
spouting  repaired,  and  chimneys  recapped. 

No.  13 — Stalls  removed  and  placed  side  of  apparatus  ; 
floor  underpinned ;  old  stalls  taken  down ;  two  new 
sliding  poles  put  up  ;  new  wire  screens  for  windows  ; 
new  and  larger  water  supply-pipe  ;  neAV  drain-pipe  from 
stalls;  new  cement  floor  in  rear  of  house;  new  stall 
mats  for  rear  stalls ;  new  large  door  on  side  of  house ; 
roof  and  plumbing  repaired,  and  necessary  repainting. 

No.  14 — One  new  front  door;  walls  of  engine  room 
whitecoted ;  stalls  cemented,  and  new  floors  in  same. 

No.  15 — New  roof  ladder  and  stalls  repaired. 

No.  16 — New  bolts  on  doors;  window  frames  and 
doors  painted. 
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No.  18 — New  windows  and  doors  in  liose  tower;  two 
frame  sheds  for  fuel  and  workshop  built  in  rear,  and 
new  tanks  in  water  closet. 

HOOK    AND    LADDER    HOUSES. 

No.  2 — Roof  repaired  ;  new  bath-tub  and  tank  in 
water  closet;  three  new  stalls  in  truck-room  and  one  in 
rear  of  house. 

No.  3 — New  window  sash  in  front  doors  and  new 
flooring  on  portion  of  first  floor. 

No.  4 — New  doors  on  manure-pit  and  new  partition  in 
bunk-room  ;  new  watch-tower  on  roof. 

No.  5 — Roof  repaired  ;  new  watch-tower  on  roof  and 
board  walk  to  same;  new  floors;  stalls  changed. 

No.  6 — New  rainspout  and  roof  repaired ;  new  front 
doors  and  panel  and  wainscoating  around  same  ;  new 
boiler  and  connections  to  furnish  hot  water  to  bath-room. 

CHEMICAL    ENGINE    HOUSES. 

No.  1 — New  cement  floor  in  engine  and  truck-rooms ; 
stalls  repaired  and  drained  ;  new  water  and  drain-pipes 
put  in  house;  roof  and  spouting  repaired;  stalls  braced 
and  painted;  engine  and  truck-rooms  painted,  and  one 
new  window  sash  ;  new  bath-tub  and  partition  around 
same. 

No.  2 — House  painted  on  inside. 

No.  4 — New  roof  on  part  of  house  and  same  painted  ; 
floor  repaired  and  new  stall  floors. 
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No.  5 — Front  and  inside  of  house  painted ;  water  put 
in  house ;  new  cupboard  in  feed  room  ;  new  front  doors  ; 
new  roof  on  back  shed;  main  roof  repaired  and  neces- 
sary painting. 

Xo.  6 — New  roof  on  back  shed  ;  front  doors  and  pave- 
ment repaired  ;  inside  of  house  painted. 

Rp:PAmS   AND   ALTERATIONS  REQUIRED— ENGINE   HOUSES. 

No.  1 — Dry  house  lenghtened  10  feet  and  widened  to 
two  feet  and  repaired;  new  tin  roof;  inside  of  house 
repainted  ;  slight  repairs  to  floors  and  wainscoating. 

No.  2 — New  floor  in  engine-room  and  stalls ;  iron 
screens  on  stall  posts;  front  doors  repaired  and  new 
springs  on  same.  Dry  house  lenghtened  ;  south  wall 
repaired ;  bath-room  enlarged  and  better  ventilated, 
and  ventilation  of  house  made  better ;  cnimney  built  so 
that  stove  can  be  placed  in  bunk-room ;  house  painted 
inside  and  out  and  roof  painted  ;  floor  in  engine  room 
graded. 

No.  3 — New  floor  in  engine  room  and  room  painted ; 
new  tin  roof  on  entire  building;  front  doors  made 
wider  so  as  to  admit  three  horses  working  abreast;  extra 
stall  put  up ;  stairway  removed  to  other  side  of  room. 

No.  4 — Roof  and  flag-pole  painted ;  new  sash  in  front 
door;  new  water  closet  in  bath-room. 

No.  5 — New  floor  in  engine  room  ;  stairway  on  second 
floor  boxed  in ;  woodwork  on  first  floor  on  outside  and 
side  walls  painted. 
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No.  6 — Door  in  hay-loft  made  larger;  new  pair  of 
cellar  steps ;  house  painted  on  inside,  and  window 
frames  and  sash  on  first  floor  repaired. 

Xo.  7 — Xew  floor  in  engine  room  ;  new  tin  roof;  win- 
dow sash  and  shutters  repaired. 

Xo.  8 — Hose-tower  raised  ;  new  floor  in  stable  ;  brick- 
work over  left  door  repaired. 

Xo.  9 — Xew  pavement  with  arch  over  gutter;  partition 
in  second  story  removed  ;  sleeping-room  papered  ;  new 
roof  over  house  and  board  walk  over  same ;  roof  on 
back  shed  repaired  and  house  painted  inside  and  out; 
and  covering  over  manure  pit. 

No.  10 — House  painted  inside  and  out ;  new  board 
walk  on  roof. 

Xo.  11 — Two  new  sliding  poles  in  front  part  of  house; 
liouse  painted  inside  and  out ;  partition  on  second  floor 
removed   and    room  papered;   ventilator  in  bunk-room. 

Xo.  12 — Four  new  stalls  with  cement  foundation; 
new  floor  in  engine-room;  bunk-room  papered;  hose 
tower  raised  ;  one  new  sliding  pole;  new  fence  in  rear; 
window  sash  on  second  floor  repaired,  and  house  painted 
inside  and  out. 

Xo.  lo — Xew  floor  in  engine-room,  and  inside  of  house 
painted. 

Xo.  14 — Hose  tower  raised,  and  stairway  to  same  ; 
new  trapdoor  in  roof  ;  house  painted  inside,  and  roof 
painted ;  new  drain  from  horse  stalls. 
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No.  15 — Fire  wall  between  hay  loft  and  sleeping-room 
raised  above  roof ;  walls  of  sleeping- room  repaired  and 
papered. 

No.  16 — Repainting  roof  and  woodwork  on  outside  of 
house  and  varnishing  sitting-room. 

No.  18 — Floor  of  engine-room  pitched  to  the  front  ; 
yard  and  back  shed  cemented  ;  three  box  stalls  in  yard 
and  one-story  building  over  same ;  wall  of  bunk-room 
painted. 

HOOK  AND  LADDER  HOUSES. 

No.  2 — Ventilating  skylight  in  center  of  sleeping- 
room. 

No.  3 — Front  doors  widened  and  new  pavement. 

No.  4 — Sliding  doors  in  back  stable ;  manure  pit  re- 
paired ;  drain  from  back  stable  to  connect  with  front 
drainage ;  cement  floor  from  back  stable  to  front  truck- 
room ;  new  wooden  floor  in  front  truck-room. 

No.  5 — House  painted  inside  and  outside. 

No.  6 — liarge  door  in  rear  of  house  reduced  to  small 
door,  and  small  door  on  side  of  house  enlarged  and  kerb 
lowered  so  as  to  permit  exit  of  District  Engineer's  wagon 
and  one  stall  in  rear  removed  further  front  and  side  of 
other  stall  taken  down  ;  front  of  house  painted. 

CHEMICAL  ENGINE  HOUSES. 

No.  1 — Should  be  rebuilt  as  it  is  not  suitable  for  an 
engine  house. 
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No.  2 — Spouting  and  gutters  repaired  ;  remove  stair- 
way to  rear  of  first  floor ;  place  stalls  side  of  apparatus; 
front  of  house  painted. 

No.  4 — Sliould  be  rebuilt  as  it  is  in  a  very  delapi dated 
condition  and  manifestly  injurious  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  company  as  well  as  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
members. 

No.  5 — Sleeping-room  papered  and  outside  painted. 

FIRES. 

During  the  year  1893  the  department  attended  644 
fires  and  alarms,  which  were  received  from  street  boxes, 
instantaneous  and  automatic  boxes,  and  185  silent 
fires ;  this  is  an  increase  of  34  over  the  preceding 
year. 

We  are  unable  to  publish  the  estimated  losses  by  fire 
this  year,  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  officers  of  the 
Salvage  Corps,  who  are  the  only  persons  having  a  com- 
plete record  of  them,  either  to  furnish  the  Board  with 
them  or  to  permit  an  agent  of  this  department  to  ob- 
tain them,  though  frequently  requested  to  do  so.  The 
utter  unreliability  of  these  estimated  losses  which  has 
been  shown  during  the  past  year,  renders  them  of  very 
little  value  in  forming  a  fair  estimate  of  the  real  losses 
sustained  by  fire  in  this  city. 

The  large  number  of  fires  and  the  serious  character 
of  some  of  them,  have  on  several  occasions  put  the  de- 
partment to  severe  tests,  and  its  efficiency  is  more  than 
demonstrated   in   the   numerous   fires  that  were   extin- 
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guislied  in  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes  after  the  alarm 
was  given.  The  greatest  danger  we  have  to  contend 
with  is  the  want  of  sufficient  apparatus  to  cope  with 
tAvo  large  fires  at  one  time. 

On  October  13th  there  were  two  destructive  fires  at 
the  same  time,  completely  destroying  the  Brush  Elec- 
tric Light  Works  and  damaging  the  Baltimore  City  Jail 
and  imperiling  the  lives  of  its  inmates.  A  fearful  gale 
w^as  raging  at  the  time  and  sparks  from  the  Brush  fire 
were  carried  into  the  ventilators  on  the  roof  of  the  jail, 
which  communicated  to  the  roof  of  south  wing  and 
completely  burned  it  off.  The  inmates  were  locked  up 
and  in  great  danger  of  suffocation,  but  Avere  released 
after  heroic  efforts  of  the  department. 

The  alarms  from  249  and  316  boxes  called  all  the 
engine  companies  except  two,  and  all  the  hook  and 
ladder  companies  into  service. 

On  December  2d,  the  destructive  fire  among  the  Paca 
street  warehouses  was  signaled  from  box  436  followed 
three  minutes  later  by  a  general  alarm  calling  twelve 
engine  companies  and  four  hook  and  ladder  companies 
into  service,  these  alarms  were  followed  immediately 
after  by  other  alarms  from  boxes  414,  416  and  361, 
which  called  all  the  other  companies  except  the  fire- 
boat  and  some  of  the  chemical  engine  companies.  It 
became  necessary,  owing  to  the  magnitude  of  the  fire 
and  the  area  it  covered  and  the  numerous  small  fires" 
engendered  by  the  myriads  of  flying  sparks  to  place 
these  other  companies  in  service  for  a  short  time. 
Through  the  excellent  working  of  the  department,  the 
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danger  was  over  and  fire  under  control  in  less  than  two 
hours,  and  the  companies  were  returned  to  quarters  as 
soon  as  conld  be  spared.  Had  another  large  fire  occurred 
at  tliat  time  we  would  have  had  to  telegraph  to  neigh- 
boring cities  for  help. 

These  fires,  and  tlie  like  may  occur  at  any  time,  clearly 
demonstrate  the  necessity  of  enlarging  and  strengthen- 
ing the  department,  and  that  the  same  must  be  done 
at  once. 

NOTABLE    FIRES  WHERE    THE   LOSS   EXCEEDED   TEN    THOU- 
SAND   DOLLARS. 

January  ]9th — Leadenhall  and  West  streets.  The 
buildings  were  a  three-story  brick  fertilizer  factory, 
with  two-story  frame  addition  in  rear,  and  occupied  by 
the  American  Phosphate  Company.  The  fire  originated 
in  rear  building  and  spread  rapidly  to  the  other  one, 
both  buildings  and  contents  being  badly  damaged.  A 
number  of  tanks  of  sulphuric  acid  were  burnt,  causing 
the  acid  to  run  over  the  pavements  and  gutters,  making 
the  work  of  extinguishing  the  fire  very  difficult  and 
destroying  nearly  two  thousand  feet  of  hose  belonging 
to  the  deijartment.  The  cause  could  not  be  ascertained, 
but  was  probably  the  action  of  the  chemicals.  The 
first  alarm  was  received  at  6.44  P.M.,  the  second  at  6.51 
P.M.  and  the  third  at  6.55  P.M.;  recall  signal  at  2.1;] 
A.M.,  January  20th.  The  services  of  nine  engines  and 
three  hook  and  ladder  truckf:  were  required. 

February  1st— No.  909  East  Pratt  street.  Tlie  build- 
ing was  a  four-story  brick  warehouse  occupied  by  the 
Kenwood  Novelty  Company  as  a  manufactory  for  toys, 
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games,  &ni.,  with  a  two-story  brick  building  in  the  rear. 
Owing  to  the  combustible  nature  of  the  contents  the 
fire  had  gained  great  headway  and  destroyed  tlie  entire 
interior.  The  services  of  eight  engines  and  four  hook 
and  ladder  companies  were  required.  Tlie  first  alarm 
was  received  at  9  o'clock  A.M.,  second  alarm  9.05  A.M. 
Recall  signal  12.15  P.M. 

March  14th — Marshall,  AVinder,  Wells  and  Byrd 
streets.  A  three-story  brick,  a  two-story  brick  and  a 
one-story  frame  building,  being  part  of  a  group  of  build- 
ings constituting  the  tinware  factory  of  Matthai  &  In- 
gram. The  buildings  were  communicating,  causing  the 
fire  to  spread  rapidly  and  great  difficulty  Avas  experi- 
enced by  the  department  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water 
in  the  neigborhood.  By  hard  work  the  fire  was  con- 
fined to  three  buildings,  only  burning  the  roofs  and 
upper  floors  of  two  and  three-story  building,  and  parti- 
ally burning  one-story  building.  The  first  alarm  was 
received  at  5..'V2  A.M.,  second  alarm  5.37  A.M.,  third 
alarm  6.13  A.M.,  recall  signal  3.41  P.M.  The  services 
of  seven  engines  and  three  hook  and  ladder  trucks  were 
required.  The  fire  was  caused  by  a  kettle  of  grease 
boiling  over. 

March  29th — Biddle  street  and  Argyle  avenue.  A 
one-story  brick  building  with  stone  trimmings,  occupied 
as  St.  Barnabas  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  church  set  back  some  distance  from 
the  street,  the  fire  had  made  considerable  headway  be- 
fore it  was  discovered.  The  fire  spread  to  tlie  three- 
story  dwellings,  Nos.  909,  911  and  913  Argyle  avenue, 
and  the   two-story  dwelling  903  Cedar  court.     No.  909 


FIRE    DEPARTMENT.  73 

Argyle  avenue  was  directly  in  rear  and  abutting  the 
church,  and  was  badly  damaged,  the  other  buildings 
had  roofs  and  upper  story  burned.  The  first  alarm  was 
received  at  4.21  A.M.,  second  alarm  4.27  A.M.,  recall 
11.27  A.M.  The  services  of  six  engines  and  two  hook 
and  ladder  trucks  were  required.  The  cause  of  the  fire 
was  an  overheated  furnace  setting  fire  to  surrounding 
woodwork. 

March  30th — 17  West  Lexington  street.  A  four-story 
brick  building  with  three-story  brick  and  frame  build- 
ing in  rear,  occupied  on  first  floor  by  Nathan  Gutman  as 
a  notion  store,  and  on  upper  floors  as  a  photographic 
establishment.  The  brick  and  frame  back  building 
was  badly  damaged  by  fire,  and  the  stock  was  injured 
by  smoke  and  water.  The  services  of  four  engines,  one 
chemical  engine  and  three  hook  and  ladder  trucks  were 
required.  The  first  alarm  was  received  at  8.19  A.M., 
second  alarm  8.29  A.M.,  recall  signal  11.26  A.M.  The 
cause  of  the  fire  was  explosion  of  chemicals  in  develop- 
ing room  of  photographic  establishment. 

April  14th — 317  West  Lexington  street.  A  three- 
story  brick  building  occupied  by  C.  L.  Fiske  as  a  sew- 
ing machine  store.  The  fire  originated  in  the  cellar  and 
destroyed  the  entire  interior  of  the  building,  doing 
some  slight  damage  to  the  roof  of  No.  319,  adjoining. 
The  first  alarm  was  received  at  10.48  A.M.,  second 
alarm  10.54  A.M.  Recall  signal  1.22  P.M.  The  ser- 
vices of  seven  engines,  one  chemical  engine  and  four 
hook  and  ladder  trucks  were  required.  The  cause  of 
the  fire  could  not  be  ascertained. 

April  27th — 327,  329  and  331  Warren  avenue.  A  three- 
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story  brick  building  occupied  by  George  F.  Jones  and 
Company  as  a  paper  factory.  The  fire  originated  among 
some  bales  of  rags  on  third  floor  and  destroyed  that 
floor  and  its  contents  consisting  of  stock  and  machinery. 
Tlie  fire  was  prevented  from  spreading  to  lower  floors^ 
though  stock  on  same  was  damaged  by  water  and  smoke. 
The  alarm  was  received  at  3.50  P.M.,  second  alarm  4.03 
P.M.,  recall  signal  10.34  P.M.  The  services  of  eight 
engines,  one  chemical  engine  and  two  hook  and  ladder 
trucks  were  required.  The  cause  ot*  the  fire  could  not 
be  ascertained. 

May  16th — 32  West  Baltimore  street.  A  five-story 
brick  building  fronting  Hanover  street,  occupied  by  O. 
F.  Day  Son  &  Company  as  a  harness  and  trunk  factory. 
The  fire  was  discovered  on  first  floor  and  tlie  strong 
south  wind  blowing  caused  it  to  spread  rapidly,  com- 
pletely destroying  interior  of  building  with  slight  dam- 
age to  adjoining  ones.  The  water  tower  did  excellent 
service  in  preventing  its  spread  to  adjoining  buildings. 
Tiie  alarm  was  received  at  1.34  P.M.,  second  alarm  1.37 
P.M.,  third  alarm  1.4oi  p.m.;  recall  signal  9  P.M. 
The  services  of  twelve  engines,  one  chemical  engine, 
four  hook  and  ladder  trucks  and  the  water  tower  were 
required.  Owing  to  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
building  the  cause  of  the  fire  could  not  be  ascertained. 

June  2d— 521,  523,  525  and  527  West  Lee  street.  A 
two-story  brick  building,  two-story  frame  building,  one- 
story  brick  and  a  one-story  frame  building  occupied  by 
C.  Eppler  &  Sons  as  a  barrel  factory  and  cooper  shop. 
The  buildings  were  connected  by  wooden  bridges,  which 
conveyed  the  fire  rapidly  from  one  to  the  other,  but  it 
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was  checked  after  partially  burning  them.  The  alarm 
was  received  at  6.34  P.M.,  second  alarm  6.42  P.M.; 
recall  signal  12.22  A.M.,  on  the  3d.  The  services  of 
six  engines,  one  chemical  engine  and  two  hook  and  lad- 
der trucks  were  required.  The  cause  of  the  fire  could 
not  be  ascertained. 

June  6th — 813,  815  and  817  South  Howard  street.  A 
two-story  brick  building  with  one-story  frame  addition 
in  the  rear,  occupied  by  Jacob  Wheatfield  as  a  wooden 
box  factory.  Owing  to  the  inflammable  nature  of  the 
contents  the  fire  burned  fiercely  and  great  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  reaching  it  by  reason  of  the  boxes  in  the 
interior  being  piled  solid  to  the  roof,  Avhich  had  to  be 
removed  so  that  water  could  be  poured  in  from  the  top 
to  drown  out  the  fire.  The  first  alarm  was  received  at 
10.04  P.M.,  second  alarm  10.08  P.M.,  third  alarm  10.23 
P.M.,  recall  signal  3.49  A.M.  on  the  7th.  The  services 
of  seven  engines  and  two  hook  and  ladder  trucks  were 
required.  The  cause  of  the  fire  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained. 

August  loth — 407  and  409  Third  avenue,  Hampden, 
in  the  annexed  district.  A  three-story  brick  building, 
occupied  by  Edward  McCann  as  a  house  furnishing 
store  and  dwelling,  a  one-story  frame  stable  in  the  rear, 
and  two-story  frame  dwelling  adjoining.  The  fire  orgi- 
nated  in  stable  and  extended  to  other  buildings,  destroy- 
ing the  stable  and  dwelling,  and  burning  third  floor  and 
roof  of  store.  Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  get- 
ting a  sufficient  supply  of  water  as  the  plugs  are  scarce/ 
in  tliat  locality  and  some  of  the  engines  had  to  draught 
water  from  the  Hampden  reservoir  some  distance  away. 
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The  first  alarm  was  received  at  4.49  J  P.M.,  second  alarm 
4.561  p.M.^  recall  signal  10.43  P.M.  The  services  of 
three  engines,  four  cliemical  engines  and  two  hook  and 
ladder  trucks  were  required.  The  cause  of  the  fire  was 
spontaneous  combustion  of  new  hay  in  stable. 

August  21st — 308  Light  street.  A  three-story  and 
attic  brick  building  occupied  by  R.  C.  Norman  as  a 
warehouse  for  the  storage  of  material  for  making 
brooms.  The  dry  material  composing  the  stock  made 
a  fierce  hot  fire,  which  would  have  done  more  damage 
had  it  not  been  for  the  fire-boat  which  got  a  favorable 
position  and  quickly  subdued  the  flames  with  the  heavy 
three-inch  stream  from  the  bowpipe.  The  upper  floors 
and  contents  were  burned  out.  The  first  alarm  was  re- 
ceived at  6.35  P.M.,  second  alarm  6.38|  P.M.;  recall 
signal  2.40  A.M.,  on  the  22d.  The  services  of  six  en- 
gines, tlie  fire-boat,  one  chemical  engine  and  three  hook 
and  ladder  trucks  were  required.  The  cause  of  the  fire 
could  not  be  ascertained. 

August  23d — 303  West  Baltimore  street.  A  five-story 
brick  and  iron  building,  extending  through  to  German 
street,  occupied  by  Aaron  Brag  as  a  furniture  store.  Tlie 
fire  originated  on  fifth  floor  and  destroyed  same  and 
contents  and  roof  over  it.  Owing  to  the  inflammable 
character  of  the  stock,  considerable  water  had  to  be 
thrown  to  subdue  the  fire,  which,  percolating  through 
the  defective  division  wall  on  the  west  side,  considera- 
bly damaged  the  stock  of  clothing  of  I.  and  H.  Mann 
<fe  Company ;  besides,  the  stock  was  also  greatly  injured 
by  smoke  which  penetrated  the  same  way.  Not  a  par- 
ticle of  water  was  thrown  by  the  department  in  the  lat- 
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ter  building  as  has  been  erroneously  alleged.  The  first 
alarm  was  received  at  9.16  A.M.,  second  alarm  at  9.37 
A.M.;  recall  signal  at  12.58  P.M.  The  services  of  nine 
engine  companies,  one  chemical  engine  and  four  hook 
and  ladder  trucks  were  required.  The  cause  of  the  fire 
could  not  be  ascertained. 

August  29th — 241  Smith's  Wharf.  A  three-story  brick 
building  occupied  by  W.  W.  Clark  &  Son  as  a  lime,  hair 
and  cement  warehouse.  A  heavy  southeast  storm  was 
raging  at  the  time,  and  the  tide  was  so  high  that  the 
men  were  compelled  to  work  in  water  waist  deep.  The 
fire-boat  was  again  of  great  service  in  stopping  the  fire. 
A  number  of  the  members  working  at  the  fire  were 
severely  injured  by  having  their  feet  and  legs  burned 
by  the  lime  slaking.  Tlie  first  alarm  was  received  at 
3.21  A.M.,  the  second  alarm  at  3.30  A.M.;  being  trans- 
mitted to  the  companies  by  rocket  signals,  owing  to  the 
wires  of  the  fire-alarm  telegraph  being  cut  out  by  the 
storm  and  crossing  with  electric  wires,  it  being  the  first 
time  the  signal  was  used.  The  companies  responded 
promptly;  the  recall  was  ll.*23  A.M.  The  services  of 
five  engines,  the  fire-boat  and  two  hook  and  ladder 
trucks  were  required.  The  fire  was  caused  by  the  lime 
slaking  from  the  water  flooding  the  building  owing  to 
the  high  tide. 

October  12th— 932,  934,  936  and  938  Linden  avenue. 
A  three-story  brick  building  with  two-story  brick  back 
building,  occupied  by  J.  Kiddlemoser  as  a  livery  stable. 
The  fire  originated  in  hay-loft  over  two-story  back  build- 
ing and  communicated  to  second  and  third  floors  of  main 
building,  extending  through  to  roof  and  destroying 
carriages,  sleighs,  &c.,  stored   therein.     The   first  alarm 
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was  received  at  11.47  A.M.,  second  alarm  at  11.56  A.M., 
third  alarm  12i)l  P.M.;  recall  signal  3.46  P.I\I.  The 
services  of  eight  engines,  one  chemical  engine  and  three 
hook,  and  ladder  trucks  were  required.  The  cause  of 
the  fire  was  the  spontaneous  combustion  of  new  hay  in 
loft. 

October  13th — Monument,  Grove  and  Constitution 
streets.  A  four- story  brick  building,  occupied  by  the 
Brush  Electric  Light  Company  as  a  power  house  for 
generating  electricity  for  light  and  power.  A  terrific 
storm  was  raging  and  wind  blowing  a  hurricane,  causing 
the  complete  destruction  of  the  building  and  contents, 
and  damage  to  the  four-story  brick  building  adjoining, 
occupied  by  the  Crown  Bottle  Seal  Company  as  a  manu- 
factory for  patent  stoppers  for  bottles,  and  a  stable  in 
the  rear.  The  heroic  efforts  of  the  department  pre- 
vented the  further  spread  of  the  flames  to  the  surround- 
ing property,  except  that  the  wind  carried  tlie  sparks  to 
the  Jail,  as  mentioned  in  the  next  fire.  The  first  alarm 
was  received  at  9.57  P.M.,  second  alarm  at  10.05  P.M., 
third  ahirm  at  10.08  P.  M.;  recall  signal  at  1.40  P.M., 
on  the  14th.  The  servi,ces  of  eleven  engines  and  four 
hook  and  ladder  trucks  were  required.  The  fire  was 
caused  by  the  electric  light  wires  becoming  crossed  from 
the  force  of  the  wind  and  setting  fire  to  a  wooden 
cupola  on  top  of  building. 

October  13th — Madison  and  Buren  streets.  A  two- 
story  and  attic  stone  building,  occupied  by  the  City  of 
Baltimore  as  the  City  Jail.  Tlie  fire  was  confined  to 
the  attic  rooms  and  roof,  with  some  damage  to  interior 
cells  of  south  wing  of  same.     A  large  number  of  pris- 
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oners  were  confined  in  the  building,  locked  in  their 
cells,  and  were  in  great  danger  of  being  suffocated  by- 
smoke,  but  by  heroic  efforts  on  the  part  of  members  of 
the  department,  assisted  by  the  deputy  wardens  and 
police  oflS.cers,  they  were  all  released,  though  three  sub- 
sequently died  from  injuries  received  in  trying  to 
escape.  Tlie  first  alarm  was  received  at  10.44  P.M., 
second  alarm  10.56  P.M.;  recall  signal  at  1.41  P.M.  on 
the  14th.  The  services  of  three  engines  and  two  hook 
and  ladder  trucks  were  reciuired,  and  as  the  fire  was  in 
progress  at  the  same  time  as  the  Brush  Electric  fire,  it 
severely  taxed  the  resources  of  the  department,  as  has 
already  been  stated.  The  cause  of  the  fire  was  a  spark 
from  the  Brush  P^lectric  fire,  being  carried  by  the  high 
wind  prevailing  into  the  wooden  ventilator  on  top  of 
roof;  thence  extending  to  roof  before  it  was  discovered. 

November  13tli — 28  Hanover  street.  A  five  story 
brick  and  iron  building,  occupied  by  Isaac  M.  Appel  as 
a  shirt  and  overall  factory.  Tlie  fire  spread  rapidly  up 
the  elevator  and  destroyed  portions  of  the  second,  tliird 
fourth  and  fifth  floors  around  the  elevator  before  it 
could  be  checked.  Had  the  fire  occurred  earlier,  when 
the  employes,  many  of  whom  are  females,  were  in  the 
building,  loss  of  life  would  undoubtedly  have  resulted, 
as  tlie  fire-escape  on  building  is  of  the  straight  ladder 
pattern  and  wholly  inadequate  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  intended.  The  first  alarm  was  received 
at  5.47  P.M.,  second  alarm  5.5U  P.M.,  third  alarm 
5.541  P.M.;  recall  signal  at  9.40  P.M.  The  services  of 
seven  engines  and  four  hook  and  ladder  trucks  were  re- 
quired.    The  cause  of  the  fire  could  not  be  ascertained. 
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November  27tli — 23  and  25  S.  Gay  street.  A  five- 
story  brick  and  iron  bnilding,  occupied  by  GrifBtli, 
Boyd  &  Company,  Ryland  Brooks,  Campbell  &  Zell 
Company,  Elliott  and  Hoffman,  and  others,  as  an  office 
building  and  storage  warehouse.  A  lot  of  cotton  sam- 
ples were  stored  on  npper  floors,  and  the  fire  soon  spread 
throughout  building.  The  water-tower  did  good  service 
in  preventing  the  spread  of  the  fire,  which  was  confined 
to  the  one  building,  though  the  adjoining  buildings  were 
somewhat  damaged  by  smoke  and  water.  The  first 
alarm  was  receeived  at  9.52  P.M.,  second  alarm  9.57  P.M, 
third  alarm  10.12  P.M.;  recall  signal  8.33  A.M.  on  the 
28th.  The  services  of  twelve  engines,  one  chemical 
engine,  four  hook  and  ladder  trucks  and  the  water-tower 
were  required.  The  cause  of  the  fire  could  not  be  as- 
certained. 

December  2d— Nos.  26,  28,  30,  32,  34,  36  and  38  S.  Paca 
street,  Greene  and  Lombard  streets,  German  street,  and 
Greene  and  German  streets,  Greene  street,  Pearl  street, 
Saratoga  street.  The  fire  originated  at  No.  34  S.  Paca 
street,  a  six-story  brick  building,  occupied  by  Charles 
Heiser  as  a  shoe  factory,  on  upper  fioors  by  theDeutsch 
Lithographing  Co.,  and  L.  Jubn,  underwear  manufacturer 
on  lower  floors.  When  the  alarm  was  sounded  the  fire 
must  have  had  considerable  headway,  for  when  the  first 
companies  arrived  on  the  ground,  this  building  was  on 
fire  from  cellar  to  roof.  Positions  were  taken  on  roofs 
of  buildings  immediately  adjoining,  but  in  a  few 
minutes  the  men  were  compelled  to  flee  for  their  lives, 
dropping  their  pipes  and  hose,  which  were  lost  in  the 
ruins.  In  a  half  hour  the  walls  were  down  carrying 
the  fire  into  and  crushing  adjoining  houses.  The  water- 
tower  was  placed  in  service,  but  was  disabled  by  the 
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hose  being  burnt  in  same,  and  when  an  attempt  was 
made  to  remove  it,  it  became  entangled  in  the  electric 
wires  overhead,  and  was  rendered  dangerous  to  handle 
and  therefore  useless.  The  fire  then  spread  to  No.  32 
South  Paca  street,  a  six-story  brick  building,  occupied 
by  D.  Langfeld  as  a  cloak  manufactory,  and  to 
the  four-story  brick  building  Nos.  28  and  30  South 
Paca  street,  occupied  by  Aug.  Mencken  &  Bro.  as  a 
cigar  factory,  and  burned  roof  of  Nos.  24  and  26  South 
Paca  street,  occupied  by  John  Dotterweich  as  a  saloon 
and  dwelling,  and  to  No.  511  West  German  street,  occu- 
pied by  Louis  Coblens  as  a  livery  stable;  meanwhile  on 
the  south  side  the  fire  spread  to  a  two-story-brick  build- 
ing, which  was  formerly  a  church,  used  as  a  store- 
house by  M.  S.  Levy  &  Sons,  hat  manufacturers,  destroy- 
ing same,  and  to  the  roof  of  the  six-story  brick  building 
Nos.  36,  38  and  40  S.  Paca  street,  occupied  by  M.  S.  Levy 
&  Sons  as  a  hat  factory,  burning  off  roof  and  damaging 
sixth  floor;  on  the  west  the  fire  communicated  to  the 
three-story  brick  building,  occupied  by  the  Medical 
School  of  the  University  of  Maryland  as  a  dissecting 
room  and  uhemical  labratory,  destroying  same  by  fire 
and  falling  walls,  together  with  nine  bodies  contained 
therein,  and  slightly  damaged  the  roof  of  adjacent  main 
building  of  the  University.  The  buildings  on  east  side 
of  Paca  street  had  glass  cracked  in  every  window.  The 
flying  sparks  also  set  fire  to  the  two-story  brick  church 
corner  Greene  and  German  streets,  occupied  as  a 
synagogue  by  a  Hebrew  congregation,  which,  however, 
was  extinguished  with  slight  damage  to  roof.  The 
sparks  also  set  fire  to  the  roofs  of  numerous  buildings 
on  Greene  street,  Baltimore  street,  Pearl  street,  and 
Saratoga  street,  the  grass  in  churchyard  corner  Greene 
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and  Fayette  streets,  extending  as  far  as  Pine  and  Frank- 
lin streets.  These  were  all  promptly  extinguished  by 
chemical  engines  which  had  been  called.  A  fire  of  this 
magnitude  and  character  demonstrates  clearly  the  need 
of  more  apparatus  for  the  department,  as  it  was  only 
by  the  magnificent  work  of  the  department  that  it  was 
confined  within  comparatively  narrow  limits.  The  first 
alarm  was  received  at  5.01  P.M.,  general  alarm  5.04  P.M; 
recall  signal  12.10  A.M.  on  the  4th.  The  services  of 
sixteen  engines,  four  chemical  engines,  six  hook  and 
ladder  trucks,  and  the  water-tower  were  rec[uired.  The 
cause  of  the  fire  could  not  be  definitely  ascertained, 
but  was  supposed  to  be  sparks  from  furnace  in  cellar  of 
Heiser  building,  where  it  originated. 
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TABLE 

Exhibiting  the  Nwnher  of  Fires  for  the  Hours  of  the 
Bay  during  the  Year  1893. 


12  to 

1 

1  to 

2 

2  to 

3 

3  to 

4 

4  to 

5 

5  to 

6 

6  to 

7 

7  to 

8 

8  to 

9 

9  to  10 

10  to  11 

11  to  12 

A,  M. 

BETWEEN 

o'clock 42  j 

o'clock 31 

o'clock 26  ' 

o'clock 17 

o'clock 19 

o'clock 14 

o'clock 18 

o'clock 21 

o'clock 36  I 

o'clock 33  i 

o'clock 37  j 

o'clock 38 


P.  M. 

BETWEEN 

12  to     1  o'clock 32 

1  to    2  o'clock 31 

2  to    3  o'clock 34 

3  to    4  o'clock 56 

4  to    5  o'clock 31 

5  to    6  o'clock 42 

6  to     7  o'clock 57 

7  to    8  o'clock 55 

8  to    9  o'clock 43 

9  to  10  o'clock 49 

10  to  11  o'clock 33 

11  to  12  o'clock 34 
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TABLE 

Showing  ilie  Number  of   Fires  on  each  Day  of  the 
Weeli  for  the   Year  1893. 


Day.  N" umber  of  Fires 

Sunday 95 

Monday 108 

Tuesday .. 142 

Wednesday 133 

Thursday 1 17 

Friday 105 

Saturday 129 

829 


55  REPORT     OF    THE 

TABLE 

Showing  the  different  causes  of  Fires  and  Alarms 
during  the  year  1893. 

Benzine  poured  on  stove 1 

Box  pulled  lor  preceding  fire 9 

Burning  cliimney 16 

Carelessness 16 

Children  playing  with  fire 2 

Children  playing  with  matches 15 

Children  playing  with  oil  can  near  stove 1 

Defective  flue 47 

Electric  light  wire 14 

Explosion  of  benzine 1 

Explosion  of  can  of  gasoline 8 

Explosion  of  chemicals 1 

Explosion  of  coal  oil  lamp 35 

Explosion  of  gas  meter 2 

Explosion  of  gasoline  or  coal  oil  stove .  76 

Explosion  of  water-back  in  range 1 

Falling  acid  bottle 1 

Falling  lamp 2 

False  alarm 28 

Fire  falling  from  open  grate 6 

Fire  dropping  through  hearth 2 

J'ireworks 7 

Friction  of  machinery 5 

Gas  jet  setting  fire  to 12 

Grease  boiling  over 3 

Hot  ashes  in  a  wooden  box 1 

Hot  oyster  shells  agains  woodwork 1 

Incendiary 16 

L eaking  gas  taking  fire 2 
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Light  from  pottery 1 

Light  in  windows 1 

Light  near  woodwork 4 

Lightning  on  wires 1 

Meat  falling  in  fire 1 

Mice  or  rats  nibbling  matches 4 

Oil  poured  on  stove 1 

Overheated  boiler 3 

Overheated  cupola 3 

Overheated  furnace  or  stove 40 

Overheated  Kiln 3 

Overheated  oven ......  3 

Overheated  stove-pipe 17 

Rags  falling  on  stove 1 

Rekindling  of  previous  fire 4 

Set  on  fire  by  boys 7 

Slaking  lime 6 

Smoke  from  chimney 4 

Smoke  from  disjointed  stove-pipe 2 

Smoke  from  windows 11 

Sparks  from  chimney  or  stack 20 

Sparks  from  furnace  or  stove 7 

Sparks  from  pipe 7 

Sparks  from  locomotive 3 

Sparks  from  preceding  fire 3 

Sparks  from  smoke-house 1 

Sparks  from  tinners  fire-pot 4 

Spontaneous  combustion 11 

Thawing  out  water-pipe 2 

Unknown 312 

Upsetting  lamp 4 

Upsetting  can  of  coal  oil  near  furnace 1 

Vapor  from  gasoline  taking  fire 5 

Wood  piled  against  stove 1 
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OVERHEAD  WIRES. 


I  again  call  attention  to  the  absolute  necessity  of 
placing  all  the  overhead  wires  under  ground  as  their 
present  condition  is  a  great  interference  with  the  work- 
ing of  the  department,  and  a  menace  to  the  lives  of  the 
members.  At  almost  every  large  fire  the  ladder  service 
is  delayed,  and  sometimes  even  prevented  by  the  net- 
work of  overhead  wire,  and  tlie  ladders,  trucks,  &c.,  are 
so  charged  with  electricity  as  to  make  it  impossible  and 
dangerous  to  touch  them.  Tliis  condition  of  affairs 
should  be  remedied,  and  the  only  proper  remedy  is  to 
place  all  telegraph,  telephone,  electric  light  and  trolley 
wires  under  ground.  Pending  the  passing  of  the  neces- 
sary legislation  on  the  subject,  and  in  order  to  give 
immediate  relief  as  far  as  possible  to  the  members  of 
the  department  when  working  at  fires,  I  recommend 
that  an  ordinance  be  passed  to  compel  electric  light 
and  railroad  companies  using  trolley  system  to  have 
men  always  ready  to  respond  to  fires  wherever  the 
wires  hinder  the  department  in  extinguishing  fires,  so  as 
to  turn  off  the  electric  current  when  required. 

The  fire-pump  on  the  Police-boat  Lannan  has  rendered 
valuable  service  at  a  number  of  fires  around  the  water 
front. 

Experience  has  demonstratecj  that  another  water  tower 
and  fire-boat  are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  proper 
working  of  the  department,  for  should  the  ones  in  use 
be  disabled,  which  is  liable  to  occur  at  any  time,  we 
have  nothing  to  take  their  places,  and  should  it  become 
necessary  to  use  both,  which  has  occurred,  they  would 
prove  a  valuable  addition  to  the  service. 


^2  KEPORT    OF    THE 

I  call  special  attention  to  the  need  of  additional  com- 
panies and  apparatus  for  the  department,  as  we  have 
not  sufficient  facilities  to  cover  the  large  territory  we 
have  to  cover,  and  in  the  event  of  two  Jarge  fires  occurring 
at  once,  we  are  censured  for  our  inability  to  cope  with 
them,  when  it  is  in  no  sense  our  fault. 

FIRE-PLUGS  AND  WATER  MAINS. 

The  scarcity  of  water  in  many  localities  by  the  ab- 
sence of  sufficient  plugs  and  mains  is  another  source  of 
great  trouble  to  the  department.  I  call  particular 
attention  to  the  vicinity  of  Pratt  street,  from  Greene  to 
Poppleton  streets,  which  is  closely  built  up  with  fac- 
tories, many  of  which  are  wood-working  establish- 
ments. The  mains  are  totally  inadequate  to  furnish 
enough  water  to  supply  our  engines,  and  the  plugs  are 
too  few  and  far  apart  to  be  of  any  service. 

The  supply  at  Light  street  in  the  vicinity  of  Winder 
street  is  also  very  small,  and  as  the  neighborhood  is 
being  rapidly  built  up  with  factories,  something  should 
be  done  as  soon  as  possible  to  increase  it. 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  water  in  the  locality  of  Carey 
street,  south  of  Pratt  street,  the  mains  being  so  small 
that  there  is  barely  a  supply  for  one  engine,  all  others 
being  rendered  useless  from  want  of  water. 

Additional  mains  and  plugs  are  absolutely  required 
in  these  localities  for  the  proper  protection  of  lives  and 
property. 

The  number  of  plugs  put  up  during  the  year  was  56, 
making  the  total  number  novv"  in  service  1,476. 
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Additional  fire-plugs  are  also  needed  in  several  locali- 
ties in  the  business  sections  of  tlie  city. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  state  that  with  the  improve- 
ments already  inaugurated  and  those  contemplated  in 
this  report,  the  department  will  be  second  to  none  in 
the  country  in  its  equipment  as  it  is  already  the  equal 
of  any  in  efficiency. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  J.  LEDDEX, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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Three-story  brick. 

One,  two  and 
three- story  brick 
and  frame. 

Three-story  brick. 

Three-story  brick. 

Three-story  brick. 
Two-story  brick. 

Two-story  stone. 
Four-story  brick. 

Wharf. 

Two-story  brick. 

Two-story  and  at- 
tic brick. 

Two  and  three- 
story  brick. 

C5 

-* 

zo 

CO 

^^       03        LO 

-6 

CO  '^j^ 

'^co" 

0? 

8,  13 
4 

12,  10 

C5         — THCOCO 

House  furnish- 
ing store, 
dwelling  and 
stable. 

Dwelling. 

Dwelling. 

Saloon    and 

dwelling. 
Dwelling. 

Church. 
Seine    factory. 

Dwelling. 

Dwelling. 

Bakery    and 
stable. 

Mary  Bamberger. 

Edward   McGann 
and  others. 

Casper  Vogel. 

M  r  s.      E  m  m  a 
Holler. 

Samuel  Lionsion. 

William  James. 

Patrick  Long. 
Isaiah  Walker. 
Albert  White. 
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9  30     Pennsylvania 

avenue. 
407  and  409  Third 

ave.,     Hampden, 

Annex. 

1403  Columbia  ave. 
008  W.  Barre  st. 

624  K.  Fayette  st. 

3092  Cedar  avenue, 
Annex. 

S.  E.cor.  Lanvale  st 

&  CarroUton  ave. 

110  E.  Pratt  street. 

Foot  of  Donaldson 
street. 

1522  Fairmountave. 
607  Vine  street. 
1718  Guilford  ave. 
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Remarks. 

Recall  3.05  p.  m.; 
lighted  paper  drop- 
I)ed  on  gasoline  can. 

Recall  2.40  a.  in.— 
22d;  unknown. 

Recall    12.58    p.    m.; 
unknown. 

Recall    11.20    a.    m.; 
unknown. 

Recall  6.40  p.  m.; 
spontaneous  com- 
bustion. 

Recall  12.24  p.  m.; 
false  alarm. 

Recall  7.28  a.  m.;  un- 
known. 

Recall  11.21  a.  m.; 
explosion  of  coal- 
oil  can. 

Recall  8.55  p.  m.;  un- 
known. 

Recall  12.56  a.  m.— 
27th;  unknown. 

Style 

OF 

Buildings. 

Three-story  brick. 

Three- stoiy     and 
attic  brick. 

Five- story     brick 
and  iron. 

Four-story  brick. 

One  and  two-story 
frame. 

Three-story  brick. 
Two-story  frame. 

Three-story  brick. 
One-story  frame. 

•aoiAHas 

NI 

1,  2,  6 

1,2,4, 
6 

5 

2,  6 

CO        :            : 

-T       :            :     CO 

Engines 

IN 

Service. 

1,  2,  3,  4, 
12, 15, 16 
15  Chem. 
I,  2,  3,  4,  6, 
7,  8,  10, 15 
15  Chem. 
6, 12, 18, 15 

1,  2,  7,  8, 
10, 12, 15, 
16 

!                :                 CS 

CO             ■               CO        CO 

C    Ph 

8 
o 

Dwelling. 

Broom  corn 
warehouse. 

Furniture  store. 

Plumbing  and 
gas  fix  ture 
store. 

Stable. 

Coal  yard. 

Planing  mill. 
Dwelling. 

Dwelling. 
Stable. 

Occupant. 
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gold. 

R.  C.   Norman  & 
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Henry  Franz. 
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Locality. 

225  S.  Green  street. 

808  Light  street. 

303  W.  Baltimore  st 

5  N.  Liberty  street. 

Ransteads'     wharf, 
foot  Scott  street. 

President  street  and 
Canton  avenue. 

408  Falls  Road, 
Annex. 

1235  McElderry  st. 
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sparks  from  pipe. 

Recall  7.47  p.  m.;  ex- 
plosion of  gasoline 
stove. 

Recall  2.1 9  p.m.;  false 
alarm. 

Recall  7.19  p.m.;  false 
alarm. 

Recall  10.35  p.m.;  ex- 
plosion of  coal-oil 
lamp. 

Recall  10.40  p.  m.; 
false  alarm. 

Recall  12.48  a.  m.— 
{)th;  unknown. 

Recall  12.34  a.  m.— 
9th;  lighted  match 
thrown  on  bed. 

burning  chimney. 
Recall  10.10 a.m.;  ur 

known. 
Recall  4.47  p.  m.;  un 

known. 
Recall  8.15  p.  m.;  un 

known. 
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Two-story  and  at- 
tic brick. 
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E.  S.  Burgess. 
Wm.  H.  Stewart. 
L.  Finneman. 
Henry  Frederick. 
August  L.  Kratz. 
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be 
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Mary  Miller  and 

others. 
John  M.  Phelan. 
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2329  McElderry  st. 

555  W.  Biddle  st. 

1211  Foster  alley. 

12  Hanover  street. 

1632  E.  Fort  ave. 

33  Young  street. 
Annex. 

1 

10  E.  Lexington  st. 

210  E.  Twenty  third 
street.  Annex. 
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Two  story   brick. 

Three-story  brick 
Pour-story  brick. 
Six-story  brick. 

Six-story  brick. 
Two  story  brick. 
Six-story  brick. 
Six-story  brick. 
Three-story  brick 
Two-story  brick. 

Two    and.  three- 
story  brick. 

Two    and    three- 
story  brick. 

Three-story  brick 

CO           --H      co"                          : 

:                  :           lo           CO 

11 

1,2,3,4, 

5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 
10,  11,  12, 
13,  14,  15, 
1  Chem. 
2,  3,  15, 
W.  T. 

11,  13 
2  Chem. 

1  Chem. 

No.  24  Primary 
School. 

Saloon  and 

dwelling. 
Cigar  factory. 

Cloak  factory. 
L  i  t  h  0  graphic 
establishment. 
Shoe  factory. 
U  n  d  erwear 

factory. 
Hat  factory. 

Medical  school. 
Church. 

Dwellings. 

Dwellings, 
stores  and 
club  house. 

Dwelling. 

City    of    Balti- 
more. 

J.  Dotterweich. 

Aug.  Mencken  & 
Bro. 

D.  Langfeld  &  Co 

Deutsche  Litho- 
graphic Co. 

Prank  lleisel. 

L.  Juhn. 

M.  S.    Levy  & 
Sons. 

U  n  i  V  e  r  sity  of 
Maryland. 

Hebrew  Congre- 
gation. 

Various  parties. 
Various  parties. 

F.  W.  Feldner. 

177 

Hudson  and  Chesa- 
peake streets. 

26  S.  Paca  street. 

28  S.  Paca  street. 

30  S.  Paca  street. 
32  S.  Paca  street. 

34  S.  Paca  street. 

36  S.  Paca  street. 

38  S.  Paca  street. 

Green  and  Lombard 

streets. 
Green  and  German 

streets. 

Green  street    south 
of  Baltimore  st. 

Pearl  st.  &  Saratoga 
St.,  near  Pine,  & 
Pine  street. 

527  S.  Charles  st. 
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Remarks. 

Recall    5.45  p.  m.; 

false  alarm. 
Recall  12.10.1    „.  m.— 

explosion  of  gas 
governor. 

Recall  9.47  a.  m.; 
child  playing  with 
coal-oil  can  near 
stove. 

Recall  8.59  p.  m.; 
overheated  stove. 

Recall  1.54  a.  m.— 
7th;  unknown. 

Recall  11.21  a.m.;  un- 
known. 

Recall  5.49  p.  m.;  un- 
known. 

Recall  8.30  p.  m.; 
smoke  from  win- 
dows. 

Recall  6.34  p.  m.;  un- 
known. 

Recall  10.05  p.  m.; 
children  playing 
with  matches. 

Style 

OF 

Buildings. 

Three-story  brick 
Two-story  brick. 

Three-story  brick 

Two-story  brick. 

Two-story  and  at- 
tic frame. 
Three-story  brick 

Two-story  and  at- 
tic brick. 

One-story  frame. 

Two-story  frame. 
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SUPEEINTElSrDEISrT 

Police  and  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph, 


R  E  PO  RX. 

Baltimore,  January  1,  1894. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners- 

Gentlemen  : 

Heiewitli  is  submitted  my  report  of  the  extensions, 
alterations,  and  improvements  made  in  this  Department 
during  the  year  ending  December  31,  1893. 

The  monthly  statement  is  as  follows  : 

January — Nothing  but  ordinary  work,  such  as  chang- 
ing wires,  etc.,  was  done  during  the  month. 

February — In  February  we  were  fortunate  to  have 
no  trouble  that  would  call  for  special  mention. 

March — Changed  wires  at  Baltimore  and  North 
streets  to  clear  electric  railways,  they  paying  for  the 
change.  Changed  Box  121  to  new  pole  put  up  by 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.  Changed  1 6  Box  Circuit 
to  new  poles  on  York  road  furnished  by  Western  Union. 
Changed  28  Box  Circuit  from  York  road  to  Old  York 
road  to  get  away  from  electric  railways.  Changed  Box 
614  to  new  pole.  Put  Fire  Alarm  Box  443  and  gong  in 
Maryland  Electric  Company's  shops,  at  their  expense. 
Put  gong  in  Baltimore  Herald  office.  Put  four-pin 
cross-arms  on  pole  corner  Calvert  and  Pleasant  streets. 


186  REPORT    OF    THE 

April — Put  gong  in  residence  of  Captain  McGregor,, 
of  Salvage  Corps.  Changed  route  of  No.  1  Alarm  up 
Eutaw  street  to  American  District  Telegrapli  Office, 
tlience  up  Eutaw  street  to  Fayette,  to  Paca,  to  No.  1 
Engine  House.  Put  gong  in  United  States  Electric 
Light  Works,  Holliday  and  Centre  streets,  at  the  expense 
of  that  Company.  Extended  wires  from  Brush  Electric 
Light  Works,  along  Monument  Street  to  point  desig- 
nated. Put  new  box  45,  Baltimore  and  Fremont  streets; 
also  Box  187,  Baltimore  and  Montford  streets. 

May — Put  box  and  gong  in  Maryland  Electric  Works, 
Pratt  and  Fremont  streets.  Moved  gong  and  telephone 
in  No  8  Engine  House.  Put  gong  and  telephone  in  the 
residence  of  Commissioner  May,  Mount  Vernon  Place. 
Moved  independent  and  telephone  circuits,  and  put  up 
five  forty-foot  poles  on  Carroll  ton  avenue,  between  Lex- 
ington and  Mulberry  streets;  one  forty-five  foot  corner 
Carey  and  Lombard  streets ;  two  thirty-five  foot  on 
Smallwood  street,  between  McHenry  and  Mary  Ann 
streets ;  twelve  thirty-five,  two  forty,  and  one  fifty  foot 
on  Baltimore  street  between  Calverton  road  and  Gar- 
rison lane;  twenty-eight,  thirty-five  and  two  forty- 
foot  on  Franklin  street,  between  Fulton  avenue  and 
Calverton  road;  five  thirty-five  and  one  forty-foot  on  Cal- 
verton road,  between  Franklin  and  Bloomingdale  roads; 
three  thirty-five  foot  on  Lafayette  avenue,  between 
Bloomingdale  and  Calverton  roads;  five  forty-foot  on 
Merryman's  lane,  between  Roland  and  Cedar  avenues; 
six  forty-foot  on  Woodberry  avenue,  between  Parkdale 
avenue  and  Northern  Central  Railway;  sixteen  forty-foot 
on  Cedar  avenue,  between  Third  street  and  Cedar  avenue 
bridge;  fourteen  forty -foot  on  Huntingdon  avenue  near 
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; 

Remington  avenue;  six  thirty-five  foot  on  Riggs  avenue 

between  Fremont  and  Carey  streets;  one  forty-foot 
corner  Lafayette  avenue  and  Calhoun  street;  two  forty 
and  two  forty-five  foot  at  Charles  street  bridge;  five 
thirty-five  and  two  forty-foot  on  Twenty-fourth  street, 
between  Hampden  avenue  and  Morton  alley.  Put  gong 
in  Lineman  Durkin's  residence.  Put  up  five  forty-foot 
poles  on  Morton  alley,  between  Huntingdon  avenue  and 
Twenty-second  street;  four  thirty-five  and  one  forty-foot 
on  Morton  alley,  between  Oliver  and  Preston  streets; 
one  forty-foot  corner  Preston  street  and  Hargrove  alley; 
two  thirty-five  foot.  Hickory  avenue  and  Fourth  avenue; 
two  thirty-five  foot.  Fourth  street  and  Roland  avenue; 
two  thirty-five  and  one  forty-foot,  Third  street  and 
Roland  avenue. 

June — Put  new  boxes  456,  466,  7,  712,  721,  187,  166, 
73  in  service.  Changed  25  Box  Circuits  on  Franklin 
road,  between  Fulton  avenue  and  Calverton  road,  to  new 
poles.  Changed  wires  on  Baltimore  street,  between 
Calverton  road  and  Garrison  lane.  Overhauled  all 
wires  and  took  slack  out  on  First  avenue,  Cedar 
avenue,  Huntingdon  avenue  and  Remington  avenue. 
Changed  Box  495  to  new  pole,  and  changed  wires. 
Changed  wires  on  Charles-street  avenue  near  tollgate  to 
new  poles.  Run  two  new  copper  wires  from  City  Hall 
to  Bay  view  Asylum. 

July — Moved  telephone  and  independent  wires  at 
No.  5  Engine-house.  Moved  telephone  and  independent 
wires  at  No.  6  Engine-house.  Put  gong  in  Captain 
Claiborne's  residence.  Other  work  does  not  require^ 
special  mention. 
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August — Only  ordinary  repair  work  was  necessary 
during  tlie  month. 

SepteTnber — Moved  telephone  and  independent  cir- 
cuits at  No.  4  Engine-house.  Put  gong  in  Assistant 
Chief  Conway's  residence.  Placed  gong  in  Red  Line 
stables  of  the  Baltimore  City  Passenger  Railway.  Run 
telephone  and  independent  circuits  to  Chief  Leddon's 
house. 

October — Put  Box  136  back  to  wharf  of  Bay  Line 
steamers.  Moved  Box  441  to  new  pole  put  up  by  Brush 
Electric  Light  Co. 

Only  ordinary  repair  work  was  necessary  during 
November  and  December. 

CO>^DITION    OF    LINES. 

The  lines  of  this  department  continue  to  give  first- 
class  service.  The  wires  are  comparatively  new,  with 
the  chances  of  their  retaining  their  efficiency  until  they 
are  discarded  for  the  underground  system. 

ADDITIONAL  BOXES  PUT  UP  IN   1893. 

187.  Canton  avenue  and  Luzerne  street. 
166.  Fell  and  Wolfe  streets. 
456.  Lexington  street  and  Carrollton  avenue. 
466.  Smallwood  and  Mary  Ann  streets. 

7.  Hampden  avenue  and  Twenty-fourth  street. 
73.  Erdman's  avenue  and  Harford  road. 
712.  Cedar  avenue  and  Tyson's  Mill. 
721.  Woodbury  avenue  and  Parkdale  avenue. 
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UNDERGROUND    WIRES. 

Tlie  importance  of  placing  all  wires,  and  more  espec- 
ially those  of  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments  under 
the  surface,  has  been  dwelt  on  in  my  reports  for  so  many 
years  that  I  do  not  know  what  to  say,  except  that  time 
has  not  lessened  the  great  importance  of  this  improve- 
ment, but  on  the  contrary,  events  happen  every  day,  in 
this  and  other  cities  to  impress  its  necessity  upon  us. 

The  press  and  public  seem  now  to  realize  that  overhead 
wires  must  go,  and  with  such  unanimity,  that  it  rests 
only  on  the  good  judgment  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  when  and  how  it  shall  be  done. 

NEW    ALARM    BOXES. 

Foot  of  West  Falls  avenue. 

Gay  street,  between  High  and  Front  streets. 

Baltimore  and  Liberty  streets. 

Eager  and  Washington  streets. 

Concord  and  Lombard  streets. 

North  and  Centre  streets. 

Mulberry  and  Paca  streets. 

ALARM    BOXES    IN    ANNEX. 

Several  alarm  boxes  have  been  placed  each  year  in  this 
section  of  the  city,  but  its  rapid  growth  demands  in- 
creased protection. 

As  resolutions  are  generally  offered  through  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Annex  in  the  Councils,  I  withhold 
recommendations  for  their  placement. 
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KEYLESS    DOORS    TO    FIRE-ALARM    BOXES. 

Twenty  additional  keyless  doors  were  placed  in  service 
during  1893.  I  understand  in  two  cases  during  that 
period  some  person  opened  tlie  box  and  thought  tlie 
opening  of  the  door  sounded  the  alarm.  If  tliis  were 
so,  it  does  not  lessen  the  value  of  the  keyless  doors,  as 
there  has  hardly  been  a  year  during  my  service  in  the 
Department  that  the  same  has  not  occurred  with  boxes 
that  must  be  opened  by  key. 

The  amount  of  property  saved  by  the  keyless  door 
cannot  be  estimated,  as  the  benefits  are  not  known, 
while  the  errors  are  always  recorded. 

The  increase  of  the  number  of  these  doors  to  such  an 
extent  as  may  be  deemed  advisable  is  recommended. 

QUARANTINE    LINE. 

During  the  past  summer  several  severe  storms  dis- 
placed the  poles  along  the  Curtis  bay  shore,  and  it  will 
be  necessary  to  rebuild  that  portion  of  the  line.  The 
small  amount  necessary  to  do  the  work  is  asked  for  in 
the  estimate  of  expenses. 

WATER   BOARD    LINE. 

This  line  as  far  as  we  have  control,  (Lake  Roland),  is 
in  good  condition,  but  it  should  be  made  a  metallic 
circuit  over  the  entire  route.  As  we  have  no  control 
over  the  rest  of  the  line,  I  can  only  suggest  to  the 
Water  Board  the  importance  of  the  improvement. 
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BAY    VIEAV    LINE. 


This  line  works  well.     A  small  amount  is  asked  for 
its  maintenance. 

HOUSE    OF    CORRECTION    LINE. 

The  usual  amount  for  maintenance   of    this  line   is 
asked  for  in  my  estimate. 

MATERIAL    ON    HAND    IN    BATTERY    DEPARTMENT. 

4  barrels  of  bluestone. 

150  4-lb.  zincs. 

15  cells,  Leclanche  (Gonda)  battery. 

1  large  scale. 

2  copper  scoops. 
2  copper  plates. 

100  Gravity  battery  jars. 

123G  cells,  Gravity  battery  in  service. 

160  Leclanche  (Gonda)  in  service. 

18  Edison  in  service. 

MATERIAL    NECESSARY    FOR    1894. 

50  barrels  of  bluestone. 
2000  4-lb.  zincs. 
1500  coppers. 
150  cells,  Leclanche  (Gonda)  battery  complete. 
200  packages  sal  ammoniac. 
100  extra  Leclanche  zincs. 

25  cells,  Leclanche  battery  complete. 
200  binding  posts. 


192 


REPORT    OF    THE 


250  battery  jars. 
50  gallons  Monarch  oil. 

2  gallons  turpentine. 

1  gallon  hard  oil. 

3  rolls  of  gum  tape. 

2  wooden  buckets. 
15  pounds  of  waste. 
50  feet  of  small  hose. 

1  box  of  soap. 


MATERIAL    ON    HAND    IN    LINEMEN's    DEPARTMENT 


9  shovels. 

5  scoops. 

5  digging  bars. 

2  ramming  bars. 

2  cant  hooks. 

1  battery  pike. 
7  pike  poles. 

10  drawing  knives. 

2  chopping  axes. 
2  chisels. 

2  hand  axes. 

2  saws. 

3  screw  drivers. 

1  dozen  bitts. 

2  pipe  tongs. 
1  hammer. 


100  feet  Grimshaw  wire. 

5  pounds  office  wire. 
20  caps. 

J  gross  of  screws. 
150  glass  insulators. 
25  4-pin  arms. 
20  2-pin  arms. 

5  backboards. 
15  T  arms. 

25  bolts  and  washers. 
15  pounds  of  nails. 

3  straps  and  vises. 

2  braces. 

1  chisel. 

2  monkey  wrenches. 
1  pair  of  shoes. 

1  small  truck. 
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MATERIAL    NECESSARY    IN    LINEMAN'S    DEPARTMENT. 


500  4-pin  cross-arms. 
100  6-pin  cross-arms. 
100  2-pin  cross-arms. 
50  T  arms. 

2  doz.  bot.  watch  oil. 
50  backboards. 
2  chisels. 
J  doz.  bitts. 
10  miles  copper  wire. 
2,000  feet  Grimshaw  wire. 
200  lbs.  oflB.ce  wire. 
6  shovels. 
6  pair  plyers. 
1,000  glass  insulators. 
6  rolls  gum  tape. 
1  bench  vise. 
1  gasoline  pot. 


10  pike  poles. 
500  feet  small  rope. 
300  pole  brackets. 
300  lbs.  of  nails. 

1  keg  of  spikes. 
50  lbs.  of  solder. 

5  gals,  linseed  oil. 
500  caps. 

4  saws. 
500  galvanized  staples. 

2  cant  hooks. 

2  gross  screAvs. 
100  rubber  hooks. 
200  Larke  knobs. 

2  braces. 

1  pole  truck. 


And  other  material  that  cannot  be  anticipated. 


MATERIAL    FOR    CENTRA  J.    OFFIC^E. 


2  oflSce  diaries. 
3,000  sheets  department  paper. 
3,000  department  envelopes. 
100  sheets  emery  paper. 

1  box  register  paper. 
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ESTIMATE    OF    EXPENSES    FOR    1894. 

Per  Annum. 

1  Superintendent / |3,000  00 

4  Operators,  $1,200  each 4,800  00 

1   Chief  Lineman 1,200  00 

:\  Assistant  Linemen,  $1,000  each 3,000  00 

1  Batteryman 1,200  00 

Total  salaries $13,200  00 

iNIaterial,  labor  and  general  repairs $3,000  00 

Battery  Department 2,900  00 

Wear  and  tear  of  line 1,000  00 

t^lectrical  apparatus,  (City  Hall) 100  00 

Feed  and  horse-shoeing .'  500  00 

Overhauling  fire-alarm  boxes 2,500  00 

House  of  Correction  line 200  00 

Water  Board  line 300  00 

Bay  View  line 100  00 

Marine  Hospital  line 300  00 

Maintenance  and  repair  of  lines  in  Annex. . .  1,000  00 

2  horses  for  lineman  department 600  00 

Insurance  for  eleven  men  in  telegraph  depart 

ment ,  78   65 


$25,778  65 


EMPLOYEES    OF    THE    J)EPARTMENT. 

Operators — Frank  L.  McAleese,  James  F.  O'Mailey. 
Alexander  Crummer,  John  J.  McCoy. 

Substitute  Operator — Charles  l^rince. 
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Chief  Lineman — Jolin  M.  Nugent. 

Assistants — Charles  J.  Hellings,  Joliu  Uurkin,  Thomas 
Glass. 

Battery  man — Robert  Kain. 

Thanks  are  tendered  the  members  of  the  Police  and 
Fire  Departments  for  assistance  rendered,  and  to  the 
employees  of  this  department  for  prompt  and  efficient 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

Yours  respectfully, 

CHARLES  J.  McAleese, 

Supt.  of  Police  and  Fire- Alarm  Telegraph. 
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